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PROMISE    FULFILLED 

T/f/^E  say,  "Alas,  Death  loves  a  shining  mark— 
*  "      Aims  where  life '  s  promise  is  replete  with  glory  I ' ! 
To  us  it  seems  so,  groping  in  the  dark, 
Yet  has  the  poet  told  hut  half  the  story. 

Do  not  good  angels  mark  the  perfect  man, 
Whose  flower  of  manhood  early  is  completed, 

To  hear  full  fruit,  as  though  his  days  outran 
The  term  which  unto  human  life  is  meted? 

God's  ministers  are  angels,  they  select 
Choice  spirits  from  the  earth  to  fill  high  places 

In  the  great  kingdom  where  dwell  Heaven' s  elect — 
The  chosen  of  all  ages,  and  all  races, 

We  give,  to  serve  our  country,  favorite  sons 

When  war  compels  them  even  to  death's  portals ; 

Toe  nation  chooses  for  its  ablest  ones 

The  highest  offices  conferred  on  mortals. 
CO 

£•  And  shall  we  not  give  up  our  very  Best 

X  When  hidden  higher,  by  the  mighty  Donor, 

^P  To  fill  some  regal  post,  among  the  Blest, 

Q*  Far,  far  surpassing  any  earthly  honor? 


The  youth,  whose  virtues  ripen  and  drop  fruit, 
Full  many  a  needy,  way-worn  traveller  blessing, 

So  lives  his  brief  years,  that  their  products  suit 
A  lifetime  of  good  works  each  year  progressing. 

Look  up,  bowed  mourners!  what  to  you  seemed  death, 
Was  only  the  rough  gate  to  life  supernal ; 

That  promise,  withered  by  the  passing  breath, 
Opens  in  service  glorious,  eternal! 

ELIZABETH  C.  KINNEY. 


September,  1884. 


Suggested  by  the  death  of  W.  Earl  Dodge,  son  of  William  E.  Dodge, 
Jr.,  of  New  York  City.    Printed  in  the  New  York  Observer. 


WM.  EARL  DODGE 


WM.  EARL  DODGE,  the  eldest  son  of  Wil- 
liam E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  Hoadley 
Dodge,  was  born  in  the  City  of  New  York,  October 
17,  1858.  He  was  of  old  New  England  descent,  his 
direct  ancestor,  William  Dodge,  settling  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  in  the  year  1689. 

He  was  fortunate  in  being,  during  his  early  boy- 
hood, for  some  years  under  the  care  of  Mr.  John 
MacMullen,  at  whose  school  he  learned  to  love  study 
and  to  understand  the  meaning  of  books.  In  the 
year  1872  he  entered  Williston  Seminary,  East 
Hampton,  Mass.,  and  prepared  carefully  for  college. 
He  seems  to  have  won  the  respect  and  love  of  all 
his  instructors  and  fellow  students  during  his  three 
years  of  residence  there. 

It  is  noticeable,  as  indicating  his  character,  that 
his  most  intimate  friends  and  associates  at  East 
Hampton  were  young  men,  older  than  himself,  of 
very  moderate  means,  who  were  seeking  an  educa- 
tion at  great  personal  self-sacrifice. 

During  his  first  year  at  school  Earl  united  with  the 
Madison  Square  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Dr.  William  Adams. 


The  letters  written  by  him,  asking  that  he  might 
return  from  East  Hampton  for  this  purpose,  were 
full  of  a  very  simple,  manly,  religious  faith  and  the 
expression  of  a  belief  that  such  a  step  would  enable 
him  to  take  a  more  decided  religious  stand  among 
his  fellows. 

Extracts  from  letters,  received  from  old  school- 
mates, will  show  how  he  was  regarded  there. 

From  a  classmate  at  Williston  : 

"  I  do  not  think  I  ever,  in  my  student  life,  met  a  man  more 
richly  endowed,  mentally,  morally,  physically  and  socially,  than 
he.  He  was  pure-hearted,  talented,  earnest  and  successful  in 
everything  he  undertook.  No  one  ever  knew  him  but  to  love 
him." 

From  a  schoolmate  at  Williston  : 

"  He  was  known  among  the  '  boys '  as  one  who  would  do 
no  hurt  to  another's  feelings  even,  and  we  all  knew  where  to  find 
him  in  a  question  of  right  or  wrong,  even  if  he  stood  alone." 

From  a  schoolmate  at  Williston  : 

"  Earl  and  I  were  schoolmates  at  Williston,  and  among  the 
most  pleasant  memories  of  my  school  life  are  the  unvarying 
courtesy  and  friendliness  he  always  manifested  towards  me.  He 
was,  as  boy  and  man,  possessed  of  so  manly  and  winning  a 
Christianity  as  to  make  his  loss  doubly  hard  to  bear,  and  yet 
will  make  his  influence  doubly  sweet  and  lasting." 

Leaving  school  in  the  spring  of  1875,  he  spent 
some  months  in  Europe,  with  his  family,  and  in 
September,  1875,  he  entered  the  freshman  class  of 
Princeton  College  and  graduated  in  1879,  standing 
13  in  a  class  of  125. 
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His  manly  and  decided  religious  character,  and 
his  cheery,  generous  disposition,  made  him  greatly 
loved  and  trusted  by  his  classmates  and  by  the 
whole  college.  While  most  conscientious  in  his 
studies  and  in  all  the  duties  of  the  class-room,  he 
was  prominent  in  all  athletic  sports,  Captain  of  the 
Class  "  Nine  "  and  also  Captain  of  the  University 
Football  Team  in  its  successful  contests  with  Har- 
vard and  Yale.  He  was  elected  as  one  of  the  first 
Presidents  of  his  class,  prominent  on  its  various 
committees,  the  Master  of  Ceremonies  at  its  Com- 
mencement, the  first  President  from  his  class  of  the 
Philadelphian  Society,  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee  of  Memorial  Hall,  and  was  an  Active 
Member  of  the  American  Whig  Society. 

Having  a  great  fondness  for  music  and  playing 
with  ability  and  feeling  on  several  instruments,  Earl 
did  much  to  develop  musical  taste  in  the  college, 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  "  Instrumental 
Club." 

A  few  extracts  from  letters  received  after  his  death, 
from  his  college  friends,  will  show  the  estimate  in 
which  he  was  held. 


From  an  intimate  college-mate  : 

"  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  known  any  one  who  united  in 
his  character  so  many  of  the  attributes  that  help  to  make  the 
perfect  man  ;  and  I  know  that  Earl's  pure  life  has  been  an  ex- 
ample that  has  helped  me  in  my  life's  work.  I  have  often  felt 
that  the  mere  fact  of  being  worthy  of  his  friendship  and  love 
was  an  incentive  in  itself  to  do  right.     It  seems  hard  that  he 


should  be  taken  from  us,  but  I  know  of  no  one  who  was  better 
prepared." 

From  a  classmate — Princeton : 

"  I  did  love  Earl.  He  was  so  noble,  faithful  and  true.  Every 
inch  a  man.  An  ideal  friend — as  near  perfection  as  any  one 
is  allowed  to  be  in  this  world." 

From  a  classmate : 

"  Being  dead,  he  still  lives — not  only  in  the  memories,  but 
in  the  lives,  of  all  who  knew  him.  Earl  did  more  good  in  four 
short  college  years  than  most  men  do  in  a  long  life.  Every 
member  of  our  class  could  write  over  Earl's  grave  :  '  He  made 
me  a  better  man.'  " 

From  a  classmate  : 

"  The  dear  old  manly  fellow — so  full  of  health  and  strength 
— who  came  nearer  to  what  a  man  ought  to  be  than  any  one  I 
ever  knew.  On  Sunday  night  two  of  the  class  were  with  me 
and  we  talked  over  all  the  fellows  and  especially  of  Earl  and 
his  unusual  influence  and  promise ;  and  I  told  them  of  one 
night  after  Moody  had  preached  how  Earl  got  me  to  go  over 

with  him  to 's  and 's  room  and  he  asked  them  if  he 

could  have  a  prayer  meeting.  There  was  a  whole  room  full  of 
unsympathizing  and  unsympathetic  men — yet  it  was  touching 
to  see  how  earnest  they  became  and  how  one  after  another 
made  a  short  prayer." 

From  a  classmate  : 

"  I  echo  the  heartfelt  feelings  of  every  man  in  the  class  when 
I  say  that  his  death  has  come  very  close  to  us  and  filled  us 
with  the  profoundest  grief.  His  genial,  warm,  generous  nature 
had  endeared  him  to  us,  and  he  had  entered  into  and  filled  our 
hearts  with  his  presence." 
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From  a  classmate  : 

"  Earl  was  one  of  the  staunchest  and  most  practical  men  in 
the  class  in  all  matters,  secular  and  religious;  and  although 
I  have  not  seen  him  since  our  graduation,  I  doubt  not  his 
loss  is  deeply  felt  even  in  so  large  a  community  as  New- 
York  City." 

From  an  intimate  friend  in  college : 

"  Earl's  courteous  bearing  towards  all  men,  his  conscientious 
application  to  the  college  work,  his  loyalty  in  friendship  and  his 
high  Christian  character  made  him  a  marked  man,  and  I  can 
testify,  with  many  others,  that  the  respect  and  love  of  college- 
mates  and  instructors  for  him  was  sincere." 

From  an  under  classman  : 

"  I  cannot  tell  you  how  real  my  sorrow  is — for  though  I  never 
knew  him  with  any  intimacy,  yet  I  watched  him  as  a  sort  of 
hero.  How  clearly  that  graceful  carriage  comes  back  to  my 
mind's  eye,  and  that  high-bred  look.  It  may  be  a  strange 
thing  to  say  of  a  man,  yet  there  was  something  very  beautiful 
about  his  face — it  was  the  face  of  a  conqueror  without  a 
tyrant's  pride  of  self.  The  good  that  he  did  can  never  be 
known  in  its  aggregate,  but  there  is  many  a  man  the  better  for 
having  met  him.  His  religion  was  manly,  it  went  into  every 
act  of  his  life — at  college  it  was  :  '  Fellows,  I  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  right,'  and  in  business  the  same  force  of  integrity 
no  doubt  pervaded  all  he  did." 

From  a  classmate  : 

"  What  a  noble  fellow  he  was  and  what  good  reason  our  class 
had  for  the  strong  pride  they  felt  in  him.  I  suppose  I  was  as 
little  intimate  with  him  as  any  member  of  '79,  and  I  take  my 
admiration  of  him  as  an  unbiased  index  of  what  he  was  really 
worth." 
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From  L.  D.  Wishard,  yyy,  College  Secretary  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations : 

"  Earl  Dodge  was  one  of  the  three  students  who  met  in  De- 
cember, 1876,  and  had  a  conversation  which  resulted  in  the 
Intercollegiate  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  movement. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  his  room  on  the  third  floor  of  South 
East.  He  heartily  endorsed  the  matter  there,  and  stood  by  the 
movement  during  its  early  struggle  for  existence.  That  move- 
ment, which  spread  from  his  room  to  the  college,  has  extended 
to  two  hundred  colleges.  God  grant  that  old  Nassau  may  give 
to  the  world  a  host  of  such  faithful,  courageous  men  as  Earl 
Dodge." 

From  a  member  of  the  class  of  '8o  in  reply  to  the 
invitation  to  attend  the  memorial  service : 

"  I  should  delight  to  join  in  honoring  Mr.  Dodge's  Christian 
life  at  Princeton.  Everybody  believed  171  him.  He  stood  the 
test  of  ball-field,  class-room,  campus  and  Christian  conference. 
Everywhere  he  was  a  Christian  gentleman." 

From  an  under  classman  to  whom  Earl  was  kind 
when  he  was  poor  and  sick : 

"  I  was  more  than  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  my  dear 
friend  Earl.  No  one  sympathized  with  me  more  in  my  sickness 
at  college  than  Earl.  He  was  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping 
hand.  Had  it  not  been  for  him  and  other  friends  I  know  not 
what  I  would  have  done." 

From  an  old  and  intimate  friend  : 

"  I  had  always  looked  up  to  Earl  as  an  example  of  everything 
that  was  pure  and  good,  and  shall  always  think  of  him  as  one 
who  made  the  world  better  by  his  short  life  in  it." 
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From  an  intimate  friend  : 

"  There  was  not  another  man  of  my  acquaintance  whose 
friendship  was  held  so  preciously  as  Earl's.  I  never  knew  a 
man  whose  religious  convictions  found  such  natural  expression 
as  his,  so  completely  devoid  of  affectation  or  self-complacency. 
He  was  a  beautiful  example  of  the  "  manliness  of  Christ,"  and 
when  such  men  are  so  needed  among  us  it  really  seems  strange 
that  an  all-wise  Providence  should  rob  us  of  his  assistance." 

Shortly  after  leaving  Princeton  Earl  entered  the 
office  of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.,  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  carefully  studied  business  for  several  years 
and  was  admitted  as  a  partner  January  I,  1883. 

He  was  married  on  December  6,  1879,  to  Eme- 
line,  daughter  of  Oliver  Harriman,  of  New  York. 

In  the  autumn  of  1880  he  began  housekeeping  at 
55  West  Forty-fifth  street,  and  two  years  later 
removed  to  20  East  Twenty-ninth  street,  which  was 
his  home  until  his  death. 

His  summers  were  spent  in  Riverdale-on-Hudson, 
excepting  that  of  1882,  when  he  was  in  London. 

With  the  commencement  of  his  active  life  in  New 
York,  many  forms  of  religious,  charitable  and  public- 
spirited  work  secured  his  active  interest,  especially 
the  "Young  Men's  Christian  Association,"  of  which 
he  became  a  Director  and  Chairman  of  its  Executive 
Committee.  He  gave  much  time  and  thought  to  the 
Prison  Association,  the  New  York  Free  Library,  the 
City  Reform  Club  and  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear 
Hospital. 

His  old    college  was  always  a  subject  of  pride 
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and  affection.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  its  Alumni  Association,  and  a 
Director  of  the  Princeton  School  of  Art. 

He  loved  social  life,  and  was  always  a  favorite 
among  his  friends. 

He  was  elected  a  Director  of  the  Fulton  National 
Bank,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  conservative  in 
New  York,  and  steadily  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  business  associates. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  Dr. 
John  Hall,  and  interested  in  its  mission  work. 

Earl's  last  summer  was  an  unusually  happy  one. 
With  his  wife  and  two  children  he  was  at  Riverdale 
during  all  the  warm  months,  full  of  life  and  the  joy 
of  all  his  home  circle.  He  constantly  wrote  to  his 
parents,  who  were  in  Europe,  of  his  great  happiness 
and  vigorous  health. 

He  met  them  at  the  steamer  on  their  return, 
September  8th,  apparently  strong  and  well,  but  was 
taken  ill  during  the  same  night  with  sudden  inflam- 
mation and  fever.  He  suffered  much  from  pain  and 
weakness,  but  no  serious  danger  was  apprehended 
until  the  Saturday  following,  when  his  physicians 
began  to  fear  a  long  and  tedious  course  of  fever. 

During  the  night  a  sudden  change  took  place,  and 
he  died  quietly  on  Sunday  morning,  September  14, 
1884. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Riverdale,  and  were  conducted  by  Rev. 
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Mr.  Dodd,  its  pastor,  assisted  by  President  McCosh, 
of  Princeton;  Rev.  Dr.  Wildes,  Rector  of  Christ 
Church,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Halsey,  a  college  classmate, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall  being  in  Europe. 

A  deputation  of  the  college  faculty  and  trustees, 
with  large  numbers  of  his  fellow-students,  were 
present. 

The  merchants  engaged  in  his  branch  of  trade 
closed  their  places  of  business,  and  large  numbers 
attended  his  funeral,  with  unusual  marks  of  respect 
and  regard. 

He  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 
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NEWSPAPER    EXTRACTS 


From  the  New  York  Daily  Tribune,  Sept.  1 8,  1884  : 

THE  FUNERAL  OF  WILLIAM  EARL  DODGE 

The  funeral  of  William  Earl  Dodge  took  place  yesterday 
afternoon,  at  2  o'clock,  at  the  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Riverdale.  The  coffin  was  preceded  to  the  chancel  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  McCosh,  of  Princeton ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wildes  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dodd,  both  of  Riverdale;  and  the  Rev.  A.  W. 
Halsey,  of  the  Spring  Street  Church,  New  York.  In  the 
chancel  were  seated  the  class  of  '79,  Princeton  College,  to 
which  Mr.  Dodge  belonged,  and  at  the  right  were  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

The  services  were  opened  by  an  invocation,  offered  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Dodd,  after  which  a  male  quartet  sang  "  Asleep  in 
Jesus."  Dr.  Wildes  then  read  selections  from  the  Scriptures. 
He  was  followed  by  Dr.  McCosh,  who  paid  a  glowing  tribute 
to  the  character  of  Mr.  Dodge.     He  said  : 

"  Mr.  Dodge  first  made  his  appearance  among  us  at  Princeton 
in  1875,  and  we  were  all  anxious  to  see  how  the  scion  of  such  a 
stock  as  he  sprang  from  would  comport  himself.  But  we  were 
not  left  long  in  doubt,  for  he  showed  himself  to  be  a  diligent, 
conscientious  and  successful  student.  The  consequence  was 
that  he  speedily  gained  the  confidence  of  his  teachers  and 
fellow-students.  He  was  the  most  influential  man  in  his  class, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  few  students  with  whom  I  have  conferred 
as  to  class  matters.     He  was  interested  in  the  religious  society 
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of  our  college,  and  was  instrumental  in  helping  poor  students 
through  their  course.  I  had  anticipated  for  him  a  long  career 
of  usefulness  and  looked  upon  him  as  the  one  on  whom  his 
venerated  grandfather's  mantle  had  fallen.  I  have  difficulty  in 
saying  "the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done,"  but  it  is  the  Lord's 
doings.  "  Let  Him  do  what  seemeth  good."  I  believe  that 
God  has  a  place  for  him  in  Heaven  far  higher  than  he  had  on 
earth." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  McCosh's  remarks  Mr.  Halsey  and 
Mr.  Dodd  both  spoke.  The  quartet  then  sang  "  Abide  with 
Me,"  after  which  the  body  was  taken  to  Woodlawn  Cemetery 
for  burial. 

From  the  New  York  Eveni?ig Post,  Sept.  15,  1884: 
DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  EARL    DODGE 

William  Earl  Dodge,  son  of  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  died  at 
the  residence  of  his  father-in-law,  Oliver  Harriman,  Riverdale- 
on-Hudson,  on  Sunday  morning,  after  a  brief  illness.  He  was 
in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  In  1879  he  was  graduated 
at  Princeton  College,  standing  high  on  the  honor-roll  in  a  class 
of  125  members.  More  than  this  official  recognition  of  his  in- 
tellectual ability  was  the  respect  and  esteem  granted  him  by 
faculty,  classmates  and  all  students.  He  was  a  leader  among 
them  all,  in  athletic  sports,  in  the  class-room,  and  in  those 
organized  movements  by  the  students  for  the  moral  improve- 
ment of  the  college.  Since  being  graduated  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  firm  which  his  respected  grand- 
father made  commercially  famous.  In  December,  1879,  he  was 
married  to  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Harriman,  who,  with  two 
children,  survives  him.  In  the  formation  of  the  City  Reform 
Club  (an  organization  irrespective  of  party  for  the  improvement 
of  city  politics),  Mr.  Dodge  was  one  of  the  most  active  movers, 
and  was  elected  its  treasurer.     He  was  prominently  connected 
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with  several  of  the  philanthropic  institutions  of  the  city,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  : 

WILLIAM  EARL  DODGE 

This  promising  young  merchant  died  on  Sunday  last  in  his 
twenty-sixth  year.  He  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Phelps, 
Dodge  &  Co.,  and  was  noted  for  his  business  ability  and 
suavity  of  manners.  He  interested  himself  in  political  and 
social  reforms,  and  bid  fair  to  maintain  the  high  prestige  won 
for  the  name  of  Dodge  by  his  distinguished  grandfather.  He 
was  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Oliver  Harriman,  the  well-known  dry 
goods  commission  merchant.  The  loss  of  young  men  of  such 
sterling  worth  must  always  be  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  others 
than  his  immediate  associates  in  business. 

From  the  American  Metal  Market,  September  20th  : 
WILLIAM   EARL   DODGE 

The  announcement  of  the  death  on  Sunday  last  of  William 
Earl  Dodge  was  an  overwhelming  shock  to  his  many  friends. 
Only  eight  days  prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Dodge  was  at  his  office 
in  perfect  health,  and  up  to  last  Saturday  there  was  believed  to 
be  no  serious  cause  for  alarm.  An  attack  of  cholera  morbus 
assumed  a  typhoid  form  on  Saturday  night,  and  he  sank  rapidly 
until  his  death  on  Sunday  morning. 

Mr.  Dodge  was  a  young  man  of  unusual  promise  and 
brilliant  prospects.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  children,  and 
with  everything  to  make  life  happy,  his  death  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-six  is  inexpressibly  sad.  Mr.  Dodge  was  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  respected  young  men  in  New  York,  and 
at  Princeton,  where  he  graduated,  was  the  most  popular  man 
in  his  class.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  Citizens'  Reform  Club. 
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Out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Dodge  the  members  of 
the  metal  trade  closed  their  offices  at  one  o'clock  on  the  day 
of  the  funeral. 

From  the  Yonkers  Statesman  : 

William  Earl  Dodge,  the  son  of  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  died 
on  Sunday  morning  at  the  residence  of  his  father-in-law,  Oliver 
Harriman,  at  Riverdale-on-the-Hudson.  Mr.  Dodge  was  a 
graduate  from  Princeton  College  five  years  ago,  and  was  for 
two  years  the  Captain  of  the  College  Football  Club,  also  a 
member  of  the  Glee  Club.  About  three  years  ago  he  married 
Miss  Emeline  Harriman,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Oliver  Harriman. 

On  the  ist  of  last  January  he  was  taken  into  the  firm  of 
Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  Citizens'  Reform  Club. 

Mr.  Dodge  was  one  of  the  most  popular  of  young  men,  and 
his  death  will  create  a  very  general  feeling  of  grief.  He  only 
attained  his  twenty-sixth  year,  but  had  earned  for  himself  a 
widespread  feeling  of  regard  in  consequence  of  the  deep  interest 
he  took  in  the  welfare  of  the  laboring  poor  of  the  city,  among 
whom  he  did  much  good  in  a  quiet  way. 

The  conclusion  of  an  editorial  in  the  illustrated 
Christian  Weekly  entitled  "  The  Power  of  Young 
Men  "  : 

" And  this  distinction  is  not  limited  to  the  ministry. 


Lay  work  has  become  one  of  the  grand  characteristic  facts  of 
the  Protestant  Christian  church,  and  in  the  growth  of  Christian 
activity  and  benevolence  there  is  an  open  and  unlimited  field 
inviting  enough  and  wide  enough  for  all. 

"  Our  mind  has  been  turned  in  this  direction  by  the  sad 
death  of  Mr.  Earl  Dodge,  as  he  was  familiarly  called.  In 
Princeton  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879,  he 
was  not  only  a  leader  in  athletic  sports,  but  more  than  this,  left 
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behind  him  an  enviable  record  as  a  student  of  high  rank,  and 
as  a  consistent,  active  Christian.  He  was  one  of  the  few  who 
brought  about  the  Intercollegiate  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, the  honor  of  which  belongs  to  Princeton,  and  which 
has  bound  together  in  sympathy  and  work  thousands  of  Chris- 
tian students  throughout  the  land.  After  his  graduation  he 
entered  with  zeal  into  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  and  other  benevolent  enterprises.  His  own  college 
generation  has  passed  away,  and  no  higher  tribute  could  be 
paid  to  his  influence  than  that  given  in  the  last  issue  of  the  col- 
lege paper :  '  Few  men  among  the  alumni  of  the  past  ten  years 
are  so  widely  known,  admired,  and  loved.  .  .  .  His  college 
rank  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian  was  a  rare  one  from  every 
point  of  view ;  endowed  with  remarkable  personal  charms,  the 
life  he  led  here  had  a  pure  and  noble  influence  upon  all  around 
him.' " 

From  the  Princetonian  : 

On  Sunday  morning,  September  14th,  Earl  Dodge,  of  the 
class  of  1879,  died  at  his  home  at  Riverdale-on-Hudson.  Few 
men  among  the  alumni  of  the  past  ten  years  are  so  widely 
known,  admired  and  loved,  and  the  younger  graduates  of  this 
college  will  receive  the  sad  word  with  a  deep  sense  of  personal 
and  unexpected  loss.  He  was  one  of  those  with  whom  the 
idea  of  death  was  never  associated,  for,  besides  his  fine  intel- 
lectual standing,  we  all  remember  him  as  a  vigorous  and 
successful  leader  in  the  athletic  field.  His  college  rank  as  a 
man  and  as  a  Christian  was  a  rare  one  from  every  point  of 
view  ;  endowed  with  remarkable  personal  charms,  the  life  he  led 
here  had  a  pure  and  noble  influence  upon  all  around  him.  His 
death  is  deeply  felt  by  the  College,  for  since  graduation  his 
interest  in  Princeton  has  been  constant,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
foremost  of  our  active  friends  in  New  York.  Our  own  sense  of 
loss  is  only  lessened  when  we  think  of  the  great  sorrow  that 
has  come  upon  his  home  and  family. 


Letter  to  the  Princetonian,  September  26,  1 884 

3|n  spemoriam* 


WILLIAM   EARL  DODGE 


Editor  of  the  Princetonia?i : 

The  men  who  were  associated  with  William  Earl  Dodge, 
lately  passed  away,  in  his  college  days,  have,  with  few  excep- 
tions, left  the  lesser  world  of  Princeton  for  the  greater  world 
outside,  in  wrhich  they  are  now  bearing  their  share  of  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  His  "  fair  and  gracious  "  reputa- 
tion remains  and  his  memory  will  be  ever  green  among  the 
professors  and  others  now  in  Princeton  who  knew  and  loved 
him  well ;  but  those  who  are  now  "treading  the  paths  he  trod  " 
in  the  college  of  his  choice  and  love,  did  not  know  him  person- 
ally, and  hence,  perchance,  this  small  tribute  from  one  who 
was  intimately  associated  with  him,  not  alone  in  his  college  life, 
but  for  several  years  before  and  since,  may  not  be  amiss  among 
the  many  greater  and  more  able  ones  his  memory  will  receive. 

I  think  as  we  all  grow  older  we  learn,  of  all  things,  to  ap- 
preciate character  more  and  more,  and  especially  consistent 
character.  Such  did  Earl  Dodge  have  in  a  most  marked 
degree,  and  this  it  was  which  made  us,  who  were  more  nearly 
associated  with  him  in  college,  respect  him  so  highly,  even 
when  at  times  we  differed  from  him.  His  standard  of  right 
and  wrong  was  high  as  the  heavens  and  fixed  as  the  eternal 
hills.  Nothing  swerved  him  from  it,  and  no  temptation  affected 
the  action  he  thought  right.  "  Through  wind  and  tide  one 
compass  "  guided  him,  and  "  to  that  and  himself  he  was  true." 
And  from  this  sprang  largely,  as  it  was  concomitant  with,  his 
sweetness  and  pureness  of  character.  As  he  was  the  best,  so 
was  he  also  the  purest  man  I  ever  knew.  What  this  quality 
was  and  is  in  these  days  I  know  the  students  of  Princeton  and 
young  men  everywhere  will  appreciate,  and  how  soft  a  light  it 
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sheds  around  his  memory,  his  friends  well  know.  What  Sir 
Richard  Grenville,  "the  fine  and  faithful  knight,"  was  to  his 
time  and  fellows,  so  was  Earl  Dodge  to  the  men  who  knew 
and,  knowing,  loved  him.  The  influence  of  his  character  in  this 
respect  alone  can  never  be  overestimated. 

And  now  he  rests,  his  short  life-work  ended,  and  "  all  we 
can  say  is  said  "  ;  but  if  we  who  knew  him,  when  we  also 

11  Walk  to  meet  the  night  that  soon 
Shall  shape  and  shadow  overflow," 

can  leave  to  our  associates  the  heritage  that  Earl  Dodge  has 
done,  the  consistent  Christian  life,  the  purity  of  character  and 
the  certainty  of  his  present  beatitude,  we  shall  be  blessed  in- 
deed. J.  B.  T.,  '78. 

From  the  Association  Notes,  published  by  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  : 

Sunday,  September  14th,  W.  Earl  Dodge  entered  into  rest 
after  an  illness  of  six  days.  He  was  only  in  his  twenty-sixth 
year,  full  of  health  and  vigor,  and  gave  promise  of  a  long  and 
useful  life.  From  his  boyhood  he  was  a  member  of  the  As- 
sociation, and  on  his  return  from  college  in  1879  he  at 
once  identified  himself  with  the  devotional  work,  becoming  a 
member,  and  subsequently  the  chairman,  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  our  religious  meetings.  He  displayed  in  this  work,  as 
in  everything  to  which  he  put  his  hand,  a  consecration  and 
fidelity  to  details  far  too  uncommon  among  all  classes  of  young 
men  of  his  age,  and  especially  among  young  men  of  high  social 
position. 

He  took  a  leading  part  in  everything  calculated  to  advance 
the  best  interests  of  the  Association,  but  always  with  modesty. 
He  was  a  most  affectionate,  thoughtful  and  self-sacrificing 
friend.  He  never  shrank  from  work  however  much  labor  it 
might  involve,  and  no  young  man,  however  hopeless  his  case 
might  be,  discouraged  him.  By  fixed  purpose  he  lived  not  to 
please  himself  but  to  help  others.     To  have  known  him  inti- 
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mately  led  one  to  see  more  of  the  spirit  of  Christ  than  is  usually 
met  with  in  the  most  mature  Christians. 

Three  years  ago,  on  the  retirement  of  his  esteemed  father 
from  our  Board  of  Directors,  Earl  was  elected  in  his  place. 
The  father  expected  to  see  the  son  perpetuate  the  work  which, 
with  liberal  hand  and  loving  interest,  he  had  instituted.  In  a 
few  short  days  all  these  hopes  were  dashed  to  the  ground.  We 
cannot  understand  the  Providence  which  removed  him  in  the 
midst  of  his  great  usefulness,  but  we  know  that  "  He  doeth  all 
things  well." 

At  the  monthly  meeting,  Monday  evening,  the  22d  ult.,  the 
usual  reports  of  the  committees  were  omitted  and  a  memorial 
service  was  held.  Addresses  on  the  life  and  work  of  our  friend 
were  delivered  by  President  Hoppin,  Prof.  Norman  Fox,  Cephas 
Brainerd,  Esq.,  and  the  Senior  Secretary.  An  earnest  desire 
was  expressed  that  a  much  larger  number  of  the  young  men  of 
this  city  may  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  lessons  of  his 
life.  As  we  review  it  we  are  convinced  that  in  his  short  career 
he  was  able,  through  God's  blessing,  to  accomplish  more  that 
will  be  lasting  in  its  influence  for  good  than  many  good  men 
who  have  lived  for  sixty  or  seventy  years.  May  God  grant  that 
the  spirit  which  actuated  him  may  be  sought  and  found  by  all 
who  hear  of  his  life  and  work. 

From  an  article  in  The  Watchman,  by  W.  W.  Hoppin, 
Jr.,  President  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  the  City  of  New  York,  entitled  "  Be 
Courteous  " : 

There  came  into  our  work  not  many  years  since  a  young 
man,  fresh  from  college,  where  he  had  graduated  with  high 
honors,  respected  and  loved  by  all.  As  a  member  of  our  Board 
of  Management  he  was  a  leader,  and  yet  retiring,  modest, 
respectful  and  deferential  to  all ;  with  clear  views,  good  judg- 
ment, he  modestly  served  his  Master,  whom  from  youth  he  had 
loved. 
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He  was  indeed  a  Christian  gentleman,  and  his  early  taking 
off,  though  he  had  but  just  commenced  life,  leaves  a  vacancy 
difficult  to  fill.  We  miss  William  Earl  Dodge  not  alone 
because  he  was  a  leader  in  the  sports  of  his  college,  not  alone 
because  he  was  an  ornament  to  society,  accomplished  and 
attractive  in  person,  good  as  all  these  gifts  are,  but  because  in 
his  intercourse  with  men  he  ever  realized  that  to  be  courteous 
was  not  to  be  obsequious,  and  that  he  was  not  his  own  but  had 
the  high  privilege  of  belonging  to  Christ.  The  tribute  of  sincere 
sorrow  paid  to  his  memory  by  young  and  old  as  they  crowded 
into  the  little  church  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  was  a  tribute 
to  one  whose  nobility  was  derived  from  the  Lord  of  All,  who 
has  now  promoted  him  to  higher  service. 

From    the   Annual    Report    of   the    Young    Men's 
Christian  Association,  January,  1885  : 

For  the  first  time  since  the  establishment  of  the  As- 
sociation, in  1852,  death  has  removed  a  director  in  active 
service,  our  dearly  beloved  fellow-worker,  William  Earl  Dodge. 
He  ceased  from  labor  here  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Septem- 
ber 14th,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  His  membership 
in  the  Association  dated  from  his  boyhood.  On  his  return  from 
college  in  1879  he  actively  entered  on  our  religious  work.  After 
service  as  a  member,  he  became  chairman  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  our  religious  services.  Subsequently  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  chairman  of  its  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

He  was  popular  in  college  and  in  society  life,  a  leader  in 
athletic  sports  and  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  music  ;  but  his  love 
for  society,  athletics  and  music  was  always  and  conscientiously 
subordinated  to  the  work  and  interests  of  the  Association.  He 
had  a  natural  shrinking  from  prominence,  but  his  conscientious 
sense  of  responsibility  led  him  to  cheerfully  undertake  every 
known  duty.  His  affectionate  and  modest  manner  won  the 
hearts  of  all  our  members  who  were  brought  in  contact  with 

24 


him.  Though  he  was  young,  we  leaned  upon  him  more  than 
we  were  aware  of  while  he  was  still  with  us ;  and  we  felt  strong 
in  the  bright  promise  of  his  growing  influence  and  usefulness. 
The  life  he  lived  among  us  remains  an  example  and  stimulus  to 
all  of  us,  his  associates.  Some  who  had  not  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  may  ask  why  W.  Earl  Dodge,  though  yet 
so  young  in  years,  exerted  an  influence  so  potential  in  every 
department  of  Christian  and  philanthropic  effort  in  which  he 
engaged.  We  believe  it  was  not  largely  due  to  wealth  or  so- 
cial position,  valuable  as  these  are  when  rightly  used,  but  to  that 
which  possessed  him  :  earnestness  of  purpose,  consecration  of 
heart  and  a  deep  and  wide-embracing  sympathy.  If  the 
Christian  young  men  of  our  city  and  land  of  his  station  in  life 
shall  be  influenced  by  his  example,  our  own  Associations  will 
compare  yet  more  favorably  with  those  in  other  countries  to 
which  we  have  alluded,  where  young  men  of  the  higher  classes 
are  showing  such  Christian  appreciation  of  their  day  and 
privilege. 

From  the  Sexennial  Record  of  the  Class  of  1879  °f 
Princeton  College  : 

W.  EARL  DODGE 

At  graduation,  Earl  entered  the  firm  of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co., 
metals,  11  and  13  Cliff  street,  New  York.  He  was  married  on 
December  6,  1879,  and  at  his  death  left  two  children,  a  girl  and 
a  boy.  Earl  began  his  business  career  at  the  lowest  desk  in 
the  office,  and  having  mastered  the  details  of  each  department, 
advanced  until  he  had  qualified  himself  to  become  an  active 
and  responsible  member  of  the  firm.  He  soon  took  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  business  world  in  which  he  moved.  What 
Paden,  of  '80,  said  of  his  college  life,  was  true  of  his  business 
life.  "Everybody  believed  in  him."  Numerous  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  were  conferred  upon  him.  Notably  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  conservative 
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banks  of  the  city.  But  Earl  did  not  confine  his  attention  solely 
to  business.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  religious  and 
philanthropic  movements.  He  was  a  benefactor  of  the  Free 
Library,  of  New  York,  a  warm  friend  of  the  Children's  Aid 
Society  and  a  director  of  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary. He  was  a  prominent  worker,  not  only  in  his  own  church, 
but  also  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Newsboys' 
Lodging  Houses,  and  many  other  religious  and  charitable 
enterprises.  In  a  word,  he  was  the  same  Earl  as  in  college. 
His  sphere  had  widened,  but  the  intense  nature  and  great 
manly  heart  were  still  the  same.  Active,  energetic,  enthusiastic 
and  conscientious  in  all  his  dealings — in  five  short  years  he 
bade  fair  to  more  than  realize  the  brilliant  promise  of  his  col- 
lege days.  But  the  strain  was  too  intense,  the  bow  was  bent 
too  far,  the  chord  too  tightly  drawn.  Earl  died  on  Sunday, 
September  14,  1884,  at  Riverdale,  on  the  Hudson.  He  had 
been  ill  but  a  few  days,  and  up  to  the  last  hour  his  illness  had 
caused  no  serious  apprehension.  His  most  intimate  friends 
were  not  aware  of  his  illness  until  its  fatal  termination.  The 
news  of  his  death  was  received  with  profound  sorrow  by  all 
Princeton  men,  but  especially  by  the  members  of  the  Class 
of  '79.  A  class  meeting  was  held  at  the  office  of  John  Farr 
on  Tuesday,  the  16th  of  September.  Many  of  the  class  were 
present,  and  others  sent  telegrams  and  letters  expressive  of  their 
deep  regret  at  Earl's  sudden  death.  The  class  resolved  to  attend 
the  funeral  in  a  body,  and  the  following  minute  was  adopted  : 

"On  Sunday  morning,  September  14,  1884,  after  a  short 
illness,  passed  away  W.  Earl  Dodge. 

"  We  learn  with  deepest  regret  of  the  sudden  death  of  our 
friend  and  classmate,  one  who  by  his  sterling  worth  and  manly 
Christian  character  had  so  endeared  himself  to  us  that  we  feel 
his  loss  a  personal  sorrow. 

"  We  take  a  sad  pleasure  in  recalling  our  college  days,  the 
memory  of  which  is  fragrant  with  his  life  and  spirit,  and  to- 
wards the  enjoyment  of  which  he  contributed  so  much. 
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"  We  remember  him  as  the  frank,  whole-souled  fellow  whom 
we  all  loved  and  admired  and  recognized  as  our  leader  both  in 
the  class-room  and  on  the  athletic  field. 

"  Our  warmest  and  best  wishes  followed  him  to  the  home  he 
made  so  happy,  and  in  his  assured  success  and  ever  increasing 
usefulness  we  recognized  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  of  col- 
lege days. 

"  To  his  family  and  friends  we  extend  our  most  hearty  and 
sincere  sorrow  and  sympathy,  and  with  them  grievously  mourn 
the  untimely  death  of  him  who  has  passed  on  before." 

The  funeral  took  place  on  Wednesday,  September  17th,  at 
Riverdale.  On  Thursday,  October  9th,  a  memorial  service, 
relative  to  the  death  of  Earl,  was  held  in  Murray  Hall,  Prince- 
ton, under  the  auspices  of  the  Philadelphian  Society.  This  ser- 
vice was  in  charge  of  '79  men,  and  addresses  were  delivered  by 
Webster,  '76;  Dulles,  '78;  Wilds,  '80;  Harlan,  '81,  and  Har- 
low and  Elsing,  '79*  The  numerous  letters  received  by  the 
Record  Committee,  as  well  as  the  deep  feeling  shown  at  the 
funeral  and  at  the  memorial  service,  all  bear  witness  to  the 
wide-spread  influence  which  Earl's  life  exerted.  The  reason  of 
this  influence  is  not  difficult  to  trace.  Geo.  Hay  states  the  matter 
very  truly  when  he  says,  "  While  my  acquaintance  was  not  inti- 
mate with  Earl,  yet  I  was  able  to  observe  his  many  good  traits 
of  character,  and  especially  his  generous  and  manly  treatment 
of  every  fellow."  Earl  lived  not  long,  but  well.  He  has  a  warm 
spot  in  the  heart  of  every  '79  man,  and  when  "  Often  through 
memory's  portal  coy  fancy  will  waft "  her  bright  visions  of  our 
college  days,  none  will  linger  longer  or  be  tinged  with  more 
roseate  hues  than  the  pure,  manly  spirit  of  W.  Earl  Dodge. 
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ADDRESSES    AND    SERMONS 


pOrtion  of  sermon  preached  in  the  College  Chapel, 
Princeton,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray,  Sunday, 
September  21,  1884.     Subject — "  The  Value    of   a 
Good  Name  "  : 

Nor  can  I  bring  this  discourse  to  its  close  without  a  word 
of  allusion  to  one  who  has  left  behind  him  here  a  college  record 
of  singular  and  blended  purity  and  strength,  sweetness  and 
manliness. 

On  Wednesday  last  the  class  of  1879  gathered  around  the 
open  grave  of  William  Earl  Dodge. 

He  came  among  us  bearing  an  honored  name.  He  has  left 
that  name  unsullied. 

With  natural  qualities  that  were  exceptionally  winning,  a 
grace  of  manner,  a  courtesy  of  speech  that  instantly  attracted 
to  him  the  kindly  regard  of  his  teachers  and  companions,  he 
united  manly  strength  and  true  independence,  which  deepened 
that  kindly  regard  into  genuine  respect. 

His  scorn  of  what  was  low  and  bad,  which,  like  a  shield, 
struck  from  him  every  insidious  temptation,  lifted  him  into  a 
position  of  moral  supremacy.  And  yet,  his  whole  nature  was 
so  thoroughly  full  of  kindliness,  that  he  was  the  man  trusted 
by  his  compeers,  as  few  were  in  college,  with  the  general  con- 
fidence. 

Ranking  high  in  scholarship,  taking  an  honest  pride  withal 
in  manly  exercises  and  sports  ;  modest,  affable,  sympathetic ; 
tolerant  of  other's  convictions,  while  maintaining  his  own  with 
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fidelity  and  fearlessness  ;  his  name  will  not  soon  die.  It  is  re- 
peated in  our  college  circles  in  tones  of  grateful  recollection. 
With  what  a  mournful  delight  we  all  recall  it  and  pronounce  it, 
now  that  he  is  gone. 

Of  his  Christian  character  it  should  be  said,  here  this  morn- 
ing, that  it  was  what  Christian  life  in  college  men  ought  to  be : 
firm,  intelligent,  active  and  earnest,  yet  having  about  it  a 
manly  attractiveness,  which  gave  these  qualities  sway  and 
power  over  his  fellows. 

And  what  an  emphasis  is  given  to  these  words  by  the  urgent 
need  in  every  college  world  of  just  such  men  with  just  such 
qualities. 

His  Christian  character  hung  on  no  perilous  edge  of  doubt- 
ful practices.  He  confessed  his  Saviour  before  men.  So, 
throughout  his  college  career  he  walked  with  God,  and  left 
behind  him,  when  he  went  from  us,  the  blessed  memory  of  a 
good  and  Christian  name. 

The  death  of  a  young  man  whose  character  was  so  full  of 
Christian  devotion,  whose  career  was  so  rich  in  promise  of 
blessing  to  others,  stirs  in  all  thoughtful  souls  the  assurance 
that  God  has  but  transformed  the  earthly  to  the  heavenly ;  and 
we  say :  "  Surely  he  was  early  ripened  for  a  higher  and 
heavenly  service.  It  tends  to  make  the  immortal  life  real  to 
us.  It  cannot  be  but  that,  with  Christ  to-day,  he  is  serving 
God  in  some  blessed  ministry." 

And  so  in  our  sorrow  and  bereavement,  and  in  our  sym- 
pathy with  that  sorely  bereft  circle  of  his  family,  we  turn  to 
such  lines  as  those  of  Henry  Vaughan  for  some  view  of  death 
which  will  not  leave  us  with  a  bitter  sense  of  desolation  and 
emptiness,  but  rather  with  hearts  full  of  serene  and  holy 
hope. 

"  Dear,  beauteous  Death  ;  the  jewel  of  the  just, 
Shining  nowhere  but  in  the  dark, 
What  mysteries  do  lie  beyond  thy  dust, 
Could  men  outlook  that  mark  ! 

29 


"  He  that  hath  found  some  fledged  bird's  nest  may  know 
At  first  sight  if  the  bird  be  flown  ; 
But  what  fair  dell  or  grove  he  sings  in  now, 
That  is  to  him  unknown. 

"  And  yet  as  angels  in  some  brighter  dreams 
Call  to  the  Soul,  when  man  doth  sleep  ; 
So  some  strange  thoughts  transcend  our  wonted  themes 
And  into  Glory  peep. 

"  If  a  star  were  confin'd  into  a  tomb, 

Her  captive  flames  must  needs  burn  there, 
But  when  the  hand  that  lock't  her  up  gives  room 
She  '11  shine  through  all  the  sphere." 

Extracts  from  Record  of  Memorial  Services  relative 

to  the  death  of  William    Earl   Dodge,  held   in 

Murray  Hall,  Princeton  College,  Princeton,  New 

Jersey,    on    Thursday,    October    9th,    1884,    at 

7  o'clock,  P.  M. : 

Rev.   A.  Woodruff   Halsey  acted   as    Chairman. 

Dr.  James  McCosh,  President  of  Princeton  College, 

led  in  prayer.     A  portion  of  the  hymn,  viz.,  "  God 

moves  in  a  mysterious  way  His  wonders  to  perform," 

was  sung.     Mr.  Halsey  spoke  as  follows  : 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1875,  the  Class  of  '79  entered  this 
college.  Among  the  115  or  120  men  whose  names  appear  on 
the  first  roll  is  that  of  W.  Earl  Dodge.  It  did  not  take  us  long 
to  become  acquainted  with  each  other — we  soon  learned  to 
know  each  other's  names,  faces  and  habits.  Just  what  brought 
Earl,  as  we  soon  learned  to  call  him,  into  prominence  I  do  not 
know.  Possibly  his  name  did  something  for  him  ;  but  every 
college  man  knows  that  the  good  name  of  a  father  will  not 
carry  a  boy  half  way  through  the  first  term  of  Freshman  year. 
Nowhere  is  a  man  judged  and  esteemed  for  what  he  is  worth 
more  accurately  than  in  this  college  world. 
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If  Earl  Dodge  had  only  possessed  a  good  name  and  nothing 
more,  we  would  not  be  here  to-night.  Earl  came  to  college  at 
the  right  time ;  he  was  neither  a  boy  nor  a  man,  but  in  that 
transient  state  between  youth  and  young  manhood  when  the 
heart  beats  quick  and  the  thought  runs  swift,  and  the  whole 
nature  is  active,  earnest  and  intense.  He  came  to  us  full 
of  vigorous  life — sprightly,  vigorous,  manly — and  we  soon 
learned  what  a  fine  fellow  he  was — in  body,  in  mind,  in  heart. 
And  as  the  months  and  years  went  by  and  that  character  de- 
veloped and  unfolded,  we  found  that  he  was  a  born  leader.  In 
the  best  sense  of  the  word,  Earl  was  popular ;  he  was  a  typical 
college  man.  He  had  a  quiet  dignity  and  manly  bearing, 
coupled  with  a  frank,  generous,  open,  courteous  spirit  that 
evoked  our  admiration  and  won  our  esteem.  Never  was  a  man 
better  named  Earl.  He  was  one  of  nature's  noblemen — not  by 
regal  descent  or  royal  blood,  but  by  that  kindliness  of  character 
and  knighthood  of  gentle  deeds  and  gentler  words.  In  everything 
Earl  Dodge  touched,  no  matter  what  it  was — whether  in  athletic 
sports,  or  the  interests  of  the  college,  or  in  this  Philadelphian 
Society,  which  he  loved  so  well — he  displayed  that  conscientious 
spirit,  that  earnestness  and  skill,  which  always  bring  success. 

It  seems,  therefore,  very  fitting  that  we  should  meet  here 
to-night  in  this  old  college,  where  so  many  of  us  learned  to 
know  and  love  Earl,  and  give  our  testimony  to  the  worth  of  his 
character,  and  the  potent  influence  of  his  short  but  beautiful 
life.  I  shall  call  upon  three  or  four  gentlemen,  his  intimate 
friends,  who  will  speak  a  few  words  for  us,  and  then  the  meet- 
ing will  be  open,  when  any  one  can  bear  his  testimony  of  the 
prominent  influence  of  one  who  has  thus  so  suddenly  been  taken 
from  us.  I  will  now  call  upon  Mr.  Harlow,  of  Mr.  Dodge's 
class — the  Class  of  '79 — to  speak  to  us. 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Harlow,  '79,  spoke  as  follows : 

My  friends,  it  is  not  unusual  for  men  to  stop,  now  and 
then,  in  the  midst  of  the  activity  and  excitement  of  life,  and 
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pay  a  tender  and  warm  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
some  good  and  noble  man,  whom  death  has  removed  from  their 
fellowship. 

They  dwell  at  such  a  time  upon  the  finer  and  nobler  quali- 
ties which  endeared  such  a  one  to  their  minds.  And  it  is  in 
the  hour  of  death,  in  the  solemn  hour  of  separation,  that  there 
falls  upon  the  subdued  hearts  of  men  some  fresh  and  impres- 
sive lesson  of  the  power  and  goodness  of  an  exalted  and  noble 
man.  It  is  good  for  men  to  halt,  now  and  then,  in  their  im- 
petuous rush,  and  in  their  anxious  struggle  to  win  honor,  and 
fame,  and  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  contemplate  the  high 
qualities  of  a  noble  man. 

As  God  gave  to  Moses,  amid  the  clouds  of  Sinai,  the  pat- 
tern of  the  Tabernacle  that  he  was  to  set  up  in  the  wilder- 
ness below,  so  in  the  strength  and  beauty  and  nobility  of  a 
godly  and  upright  man  we  have  a  pattern  of  a  higher,  a 
brighter  and  a  nobler  manhood,  which  all  ought  to  strive  to 
imitate  in  their  lives. 

We  all  recognize  the  beauty  and  power  of  a  noble  life  ;  but, 
as  a  rule,  such  life  rises  in  all  its  richness  and  fullness  after 
many  years  have  passed  away ;  after  heroic  labor,  or  philan- 
thropic deeds,  or  splendid  achievements.  It  is  the  general  who 
has  fought  his  battles  and  won  his  brilliant  victories ;  it  is  the 
statesman  with  his  useful  and  splendid  career  ;  it  is  the  scholar 
who  has  added  to  the  knowledge  of  the  world ;  it  is  the  philan- 
thropist who,  through  his  beneficence,  has  been  a  blessing  to 
the  poor  and  oppressed ;  it  is  the  mother  with  the  blessings  of 
those  who  have  lived  around  her,  and  who  have  grown  up  to 
appreciate  her  kindness ;  it  is  such  characters,  as  a  rule,  who 
stand  before  us  complete,  and  who  claim  our  admiration  and 
affection.  But  to-night  we  are  gathered  here  to  honor  the 
memory  of  one  who  was  stricken  down  in  early  manhood. 

There  surely,  my  friends,  must  have  been  some  great 
beauty  in  the  character  of  so  young  a  man  as  Earl  Dodge  to  have 
awakened,  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him  best,  so  deep 
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and  so  sincere  a  feeling  of  esteem,  of  love,  and  of  appreciation. 
I  count  it  a  very  great  privilege  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  en- 
joying the  friendship  of  so  good,  noble  and  true  a  young  man 
as  was  Earl. 

I  have  been  asked  to  speak  with  reference  to  his  early  life 
as  a  school-boy.  My  friendship  dates  back  over  twelve  years. 
In  1872  we  entered  Williston  Seminary,  at  East  Hampton, 
Massachusetts. 

I  wish  that  it  were  within  my  power  to  recall,  clearly  and 
vividly,  those  years,  in  order  that  I  might  do  justice  to  the 
memory  of  one  whom  I  so  truly  loved.  But  he  was  a  school- 
boy, and  I  was  a  school-boy,  and  you  know  that  when  we 
are  so  young  we  do  not  study  character ;  we  do  not  analyze 
character  as  mature  and  thoughtful  men  do  in  the  world.  We 
receive  impressions ;  we  feel  the  force  of  qualities  and  traits, 
without  always  being  able  to  define  the  cause.  As  I  look  back, 
however,  over  the  twelve  years,  I  must  acknowledge  that  it  is 
with  pleasure — with  unfeigned  pleasure — that  I  remember  all 
these  years. 

Earl  stands  out  before  me  as  a  school-boy  at  East  Hampton 
as  a  thoroughly  conscientious,  good  and  upright  boy.  He  was 
kind,  amiable,  courteous,  thoughtful;  he  was  ever  upon  the  side 
of  what  was  right,  and  honest,  and  pure,  and  good. 

In  the  school,  I  suppose  that  the  hours  which  I  have  spent 
in  his  rooms  would  amount  to  weeks  if  they  were  all  added 
together ;  and  in  all  that  intercourse  during  three  years  I  can- 
not recall  one  incident,  I  cannot  think  of  one  event,  that  mars 
the  symmetry  of  his  life.  He  was  thoroughly  consistent,  good, 
pure,  upright  and  noble,  and  he  rises  out  of  the  past  in  a  beauty 
and  loveliness  of  youth  which  I  can  commend  to  all  here  as 
worthy  of  imitation,  if  they  would  attain  to  a  noble  and  true 
manhood. 

It  was  while  Earl  was  in  the  seminary  that  he  connected 
himself  with  the  Madison  Square  Presbyterian  Church  in  New 
York  City ;  and  he  always  maintained,  while  at  the  seminary,  a 
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good,  Christian  life.  The  foundation  of  his  life  was  laid  early. 
He  developed  from  a  boy — a  Christian  boy — into  a  Christian 
young  man,  as  we  saw  him  afterwards  in  college ;  and  if  God 
had  spared  his  life  we  know  that  he  would  have  developed  into 
a  mature  Christian  man.  Is  there  no  lesson  from  such  a  life  as 
this? 

Does  it  not,  my  friends,  suggest  to  you  the  beauty  of  a 
Christian  young  manhood?  And  does  it  not  stir  within  our 
hearts  a  desire  to  lead  honest,  good,  upright  and  pure  lives  ? 
And  does  it  not  also  impress  upon  our  minds  the  necessity  of 
so  living,  even  while  we  are  young,  that  when  the  summons 
comes  we  shall  be  ready,  as  was  Earl  ? 

Earl  is  not  with  us  to-night.  He  has  entered  into  the  rest 
that  remaineth  for  the  children  of  God.  His  memory  will 
always  be  sweet.  In  an  age  like  this,  is  it  not  worth  our  while, 
as  young  men,  to  fasten  our  eyes  upon  a  character  so  lovely  as 
was  that  of  our  dear  and  lamented  friend  ? 

God  needs  just  such  men  in  his  service,  whatever  walks  of 
life  they  may  be  in,  in  order  that  His  kingdom  may  be  advanced, 
in  order  that  His  church  may  be  maintained,  and  in  order  that 
the  poor  and  needy  may  be  helped. 

May  God  enable  us  all  to  lead  more  conscientious  lives 
through  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  whom  we  know  Earl 
trusted  in  his  life. 

Mr.  Halsey  here  said  : 

In  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  Earl  was  a  class  man.  I 
cannot  recollect  a  single  incident  in  our  class  life  in  which  he 
was  not  thoroughly  interested.  But  he  was  more  than  a  class 
man ;  he  was  a  college  man.  Every  one  in  college  who  knew 
him,  knew  that  he  was  active  and  prominent  in  all  college 
enterprises. 

We  have  with  us  Mr.  William  Dulles,  of  the  Class  of  1878, 
who  will  speak  of  Earl  as  he  knew  him,  as  a  college  man. 
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Mr.  Dulles  spoke  as  follows : 

Words  of  sympathy  and  sorrow  come  readily  to  one's  mind 
on  an  occasion  like  this,  but  we  can  only  utter  the  poet's  words  : 

"  Peace  !  peace  !  he  is  not  dead  ;  he  doth  not  sleep — 
He  hath  awakened  from  the  dream  of  life." 

To  those  of  us  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  knowing 
Earl  Dodge,  and  can  look  back  to  years  of  joyous,  invigorating, 
Christian  companionship  with  him,  the  memory  of  his  life  will 
always  be  precious  and  inspiring,  and  we  shall  be  cheered  with 
the  anticipation  that  we  have  of  meeting  him  again. 

But  probably  to  most  of  you  he  is  not  known  in  this 
personal  sense.  He  is  known  to  you  as  one  whose  character 
has  called  forth  unusual  sorrow  at  his  death,  and  demanded 
special  memorial.  When  the  world  thus  judges  of  men,  it 
seldom  errs.  In  life  we  see  strange  signs  of  popularity,  at 
times  even  grotesque. 

A  strong  hand  may  grasp  the  will  of  the  multitude,  and 
transform  the  wails  of  desolated  homes  into  weird  songs  of 
martial  glory.  The  adroit  manager  may  twist  and  contort,  by 
his  skillful  machinations,  words  which  should  be  words  of 
censure  into  false  praise.  But  when  death  makes  the  hand 
fall  and  dulls  the  contriving  brain,  we  see  no  monuments 
reared,  and  find  no  throngs  gathering  to  do  honor  to  the 
memory  of  the  departed. 

The  post-mortem  verdict  of  the  world  upon  character  is 
generally  correct. 

We  may  without  fear  of  challenge  feel  that  such  a  meeting 
as  this  has  decided  significance,  and  as  honest  men,  when  we 
find  that  one  of  our  own  age,  in  his  prime,  at  his  death  demands 
from  his  fellow  men  special  services,  we  may  justly  ask  our- 
selves what  it  was  in  his  character  which  entitles  him  to  such 
honor. 

Was  it  a  name  associated  for  generations  with  deeds  of 
Christian  philanthropy  ?     This  was  his.     Was  it  position  in  the 
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business  community  which  insured  for  him  recognition  and 
success  ?  This,  too,  was  his.  Was  it  education,  refined  culture  ? 
All  these  were  his  ;  but  not  in  any  of  them,  nor  in  all  of  them, 
do  we  find  the  reason  which  brings  us  here  to-night.  It  was 
the  soul  qualities  which  he  infused  into  everything — into  all 
these  other  qualities — which  made  his  so  singularly  attractive 
and  entitled  him  to  our  affectionate  respect  and  attention 
to-night. 

I  knew  him,  not  as  a  member  of  his  class.  My  first  asso- 
ciation with  him  was  in  a  matter  which  we  do  not  usually 
associate  with  this  room — my  first  peculiar  association  with 
him  was  as  a  fellow-director  of  the  football  team.  But  there  is 
not  a  single  trait  in  his  class  life  which  does  not  display  the 
same  true  character,  and  in  this  intercourse  he  showed  the 
same  qualities  of  heart  which  aided  him  in  all  his  dealings — 
manliness,  uprightness,  integrity  and  earnestness. 

And  so  in  all  the  associations  that  we  had  with  him,  it  was 
the  self-same  character  running  through  it  all,  and  I  gladly 
bear  this  testimony  to  his  personal  character.  It  reached  out 
beyond  his  class — we  all  knew  it.  All  who  had  any  contact 
with  him  knew  what  he  was.  There  was  no  fear  to  show  his 
personal  traits  ;  he  simply  loved  men,  and  was  what  he  seemed 
to  be,  a  truly  Christian  man. 

And  now,  if  you  ask  what  comes  to  my  mind  from  his 
death,  it  is  simply  this  : 

When  we  look  among  us  and  see  one  taken  early  in  life, 
there  is  a  very  strong  tendency  to  feel  as  though  the  life  had 
been  interrupted  ;  that  there  had  been  a  break.  But  there 
is  no  interruption  if  our  lives  are  properly  centred.  If  our 
purposes  are  set  aright,  neither  death  nor  any  other  event  can 
interrupt  our  lives.  He  had  merely  been  taken  from  this  world 
to  the  other,  and  God  in  His  wisdom  has  seen  fit  to  give  him  a 
higher  work  to  do.  The  two  worlds  and  two  lives  are  but  one, 
and  one  divine  purpose  rules  on  earth  and  in  heaven. 

For  us,  it  seems,  he  leaves  his  earthly  work  to  do  a  legacy 
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of  labor,  a  legacy  of  his  own  character,  to  inspire  us  to  do  the 
work  which  God  sets  before  us.  And  we  may  feel  assured 
that,  if  we  will  but  unify  our  purposes  for  the  ends  which  God 
sets  before  us,  to  us — as  to  our  dear  friend — when  death 
comes  sooner  or  later,  it  will  be  but  taking  us  away  from  one 
sphere  of  usefulness  to  another. 

Within  the  past  two  or  three  days  I  have  had  business  men 
speak  to  me  about  character.  A  man  said  this  to  me  last 
night :  That  it  had  been  in  days  past  that  a  young  man  with 
character  and  energy  and  perseverance  was  almost  sure  of 
success ;  but  he  feared  it  was  no  longer  true.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  not  true  now,  but  I  do  know  that  it  has  reached  such 
a  stage  that  we  must  endeavor  to  elevate  the  standard  of  char- 
acter. And  we  must  only  do  this  by  setting  before  ourselves 
noble  aims  and  high  principles  such  as  were  his,  whom  we 
remember  to-night. 

What  he  has  done,  we  can  strive  to  do,  setting  before  us  a 
Christian  life  always  as  an  only  end,  with  the  hope  of  doing 
good  here  and  being  taken  at  last  to  the  home  whither  he  has 
gone,  and  where  we  may  go  and  be  with  him. 

Mr.  Halsey  here  said  : 

We  have  with  us  Mr.  Webster,  of  the  Class  of  'y6,  who  was 
in  the  Senior  Class  when  we  entered  as  Freshmen. 
Mr.  Webster  will  now  speak. 

Mr.  Henry  H.  Webster,  '76,  spoke  as  follows: 

The  record  of  this  life  here  was  simply  the  promise  of  greater 
usefulness  afterwards.  The  hopes  that  were  entertained  of 
him  when  he  graduated,  hopes  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  more  especially  by  his  friends,  his  class  and  by  the  faculty, 
were  being  realized  in  the  few  years  of  his  graduate  life. 

He  seemed  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  much  had 
been  given  him  and  that  very  much  would  be  required.  With 
this  as  a  summons  to  duty  he  went  forth  to  the  work  of  life. 
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As  we  turn  the  pages  of  the  history  of  his  life  we  find  writ- 
ten across  them  :  "  They  which  live  should  not  henceforth  live 
unto  themselves,  but  unto  Him,  who  died  for  them,  and  rose 
again." 

It  is  reported  that  when  Sir  Robert  Peel  died  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  standing  in  the  House  of  Lords,  spoke  of  his  ser- 
vices. While  he  uttered  his  words  the  tears  rolled  down  his 
cheeks,  and  he  was  not  careful  to  control  them.  His  voice  was 
that  of  the  whole  English  people,  going  out  in  sorrow  for  one 
who  had  led  that  government  so  carefully  and  so  well. 

Would  that  some  one  of  us  might  so  speak  of  this  bright 
career,  that  the  influence  of  his  strong  life  of  devoted  work 
might  be  stamped  on  those  present ! 

Look  over  his  business  life,  his  life  as  a  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, his  life  and  connection  with  the  charitable,  philanthropic 
and  religious  institutions  of  our  city,  and  note  that  unselfishness, 
that  fidelity,  that  self-denial,  that  esteem  which  all  had  for  him. 
We  are  compelled  to  say  of  him,  as  it  was  said  of  Daniel  in  the 
Book  of  God  :  "  O,  man,  greatly  beloved  !" 

His  qualities  were  those  of  heart  as  well  as  of  head.  A 
glance  at  the  story  of  his  life-work  wilt  reveal  the  combined  in- 
fluences of  a  clear  head  and  a  warm  heart. 

His  entrance  upon  a  business  life  was  not  made  by  force  of 
his  surroundings,  but  was  the  result  of  a  deliberate  and  con- 
scientious choice,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that  he  began  at  the 
lowest  desk  in  the  office,  and  having  mastered  the  details  of 
each  department,  advanced  until  he  had  qualified  himself  to 
become  an  active  and  responsible  member  of  that  firm. 

Though  so  young,  his  business  character  was  so  well  recog- 
nized that  he  was  called  into  the  directorship  of  a  bank  that 
was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  conservative  institutions  in  New 
York  City. 

Some  young  men  would  have  been  satisfied  with  a  leading 
position  in  an  honorable  business,  with  respect  throughout  the 
whole  line  of  his  particular  calling,  and  with  other  business  en- 
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gagements  of  importance  and  trust.  Earl  Dodge  did  not  con- 
fine business  to  these  narrow  limits. 

When  young  men  come  from  college  they  are  in  danger  of 
becoming  selfish.  Their  social  engagements  are  many,  and 
their  personal  ease  is  so  much  consulted  that  they  have  little 
time  to  give  for  others,  or  to  devote  to  a  good  work.  Often 
opportunities  occur  where  we  may  gain  much  for  personal 
advantage. 

The  places  that  Earl  Dodge  filled  were  not  of  the  kind 
where  a  man  shines  before  the  whole  world,  but  posts  of  ser- 
vice such  as  the  world  offers.  In  the  citizen's  life  he  joined  that 
band  of  young  men  known  as  the  City  Reform  Club,  which  in 
that  city  of  political  corruption  strives  by  wise  movements  and 
by  careful  selections  to  put  men  of  purity  and  men  of  wise 
thinking  in  positions  of  public  trust.  It  required  strength  of 
heart  and  a  fearless  disposition  to  ally  one's  self  to  the  company 
of  men  associated  in  that  work. 

He  furthered  the  interests  of  that  philanthropic  work,  the 
Free  Library,  which  seeks  to  put  in  the  hands  of  every  person 
in  that  city  pure  and  useful  literature,  and  whose  successful 
operation  may  be  recognized  in  the  fact  that  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  volumes  are  distributed  every  year  with  scarcely  the 
loss  of  a  book.  Do  not  think  that  this  time  and  attention  were 
merely  given  because  he  had  nothing  else  to  do,  for  he  had  large 
numbers  of  engagements,  and  living  out  of  the  city  during  part 
of  the  year  he  was  often  required  to  take  trains  at  n  and  12 
o'clock  at  night  to  reach  his  home. 

He  devoted  his  valuable  time  to  the  interests  of  the 
"  Children's  Aid  Society."  In  that  important  charity  known 
as  "  The  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  "  he  was  an  hon- 
ored and  useful  director ;  and  though  he  was  associated  with 
men  much  older  than  himself,  they  recognized  in  him  one  who 
was  conscientious  in  his  work  and  modest  in  his  ways.  When 
the  work  of  investigation  and  examination  came  to  him  he  was 
thorough  and  vigilant. 
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The  same  energy  pervaded  his  religious  life.  The  last  Sun- 
day which  he  was  permitted  to  be  at  church  was  that  Sabbath 
when  he  was  taken  ill.  He  attended  the  little  church  in  the 
country  and  was  present  at  the  Communion.  Before  another 
week  passed  he  had  joined  that  company  which  have  washed 
their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

After  leaving  college  he  connected  himself  with  that  branch 
of  the  "  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  "  which  seeks  to 
rescue  young  men  who  come  to  the  city,  and  who,  after  failing 
to  secure  employment,  wander  up  and  down  the  streets  un- 
noticed and  uncared  for. 

While  serving  in  the  committee  work  of  the  Association  he 
was  called  into  the  Directory  to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  his  father. 
Such  is  the  simple  recital. 

We  have  told  in  a  hurried  way  of  his  business  career  and 
his  engagements  in  that  calling  ;  and  while  the  years  were  very- 
few  that  were  given  him,  they  bear  abundant  fruit.  The  people, 
the  country,  the  church  and  the  world  at  large,  need  such  men. 
They  look  to  institutions  of  this  kind  for  strong-minded,  well- 
furnished  and  well-equipped  young  men. 

In  the  review  of  this  life  to-night,  what  answer  will  the 
young  men  send  back  ?  Will  they  say  that  our  best  years,  our 
best  times,  our  best  purposes,  shall  be  given  Him  whom  Earl 
Dodge  served  ?  When  we  ask  what  was  the  secret  of  his  life, 
we  find  that  it  was  not  merely  that  home  training  so  rare  in  the 
careful  education  of  the  moral,  and  the  physical,  and  the  mental 
parts — nor  at  this  institution,  where  he  received  that  higher 
qualification  that  advanced  his  success  in  life — but,  gentlemen, 
the  story  and  the  secret  is  an  open  one ;  it  is  apparent ;  it  is 
just  this  fact :  That  he  was  a  Christian — that  he  was  a  follower 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  not  ashamed  of  it.  He  chose  the  best,  the 
highest  model,  and  fashioned  his  life  after  that  example. 

His  record  here  is  well  known.  His  life  in  the  world  was 
the  same;   men  were  influenced  by  their  contact  with   him, 
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because  they  recognized  in  him  the  dignity  and  the  manliness 
of  a  Christian  life.  It  may  be  that  some  of  us  are  asking  the 
question  in  our  minds,  "  What  shall  I  do  with  my  life  ?"  Let 
us  seek  an  answer  from  this  life  which  has  been  brought  before 
us.  Let  us  learn  from  it  that  life  is  a  trust,  and  let  us  learn,  in 
addition,  to  place  our  life  where  it  will  do  the  most  good,  where 
it  will  be  most  useful  for  God  and  for  man. 
I  hear  the  voice  from  this  life  saying : 

"They  which  live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but 
unto  Him  who  died  for  them  and  rose  again." 

Mr.  Halsey  here  said  : 

There  was  not  a  man  in  the  class  who  did  not  like  Earl 
Dodge.  There  were  some  of  us  who  loved  him  as  a  brother. 
I  think  of  Mr.  Elsing  as  one  of  that  number.  He  will  now 
speak. 

Rev.  William  T.  Elsing,  '79,  spoke  as  follows : 

A  great  many  beautiful  and  tender  words  have  been 
spoken  to-night  in  memory  of  dear  Earl,  but  no  words  can  fully 
set  forth  the  strength  and  beauty  of  his  character.  Every  one 
of  us  who  knew  him  can  bring  to  this  Service  the  grateful 
tribute  of  praise.  His  life  was  rounded  out,  full  and  complete. 
He  died  young  in  years  but  old  in  goodness.  Earl  was  manly, 
conscientious,  unselfish  and  generous.  He  was  dignified  and 
at  the  same  time  humble  and  unostentatious.  He  was  the 
strong  and  fearless  leader  of  the  "  Champion  Eleven,"  and  yet 
was  delicate,  refined  and  sensitive  in  his  feelings  as  a  little 
child.  We  love  Earl  for  what  he  was  and  for  what  he  taught 
us.  Many  of  us  could  write  over  the  grave  beneath  which  his 
dear  body  sleeps,  "  He  made  me  a  better  man." 

The  question  now  is,  What  was  it  that  enabled  Earl  to  rise 
so  high  above  many  of  his  classmates  and  graduates  of  the 
college  ? 
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He  was  rich !  That  is  true  ;  but  there  have  been  rich  men 
in  college  whose  deaths  were  neither  felt  nor  mourned.  And 
you  all  know  that  an  aristocracy  of  wealth,  without  something 
underneath  it,  has  never  been  able  to  gain  any  foothold  in  this 
college. 

He  had  family  influence  behind  him !  That  is  also  true ; 
but  men  have  come  here  to  trade  on  the  reputation  of  their 
fathers,  and  they  have  become  the  laughing-stock  of  the 
students. 

He  was  a  fine  athlete  !  That  is  true ;  but  other  men  have 
been  remarkable  in  this  direction,  whose  popularity  was  very 
short  lived. 

He  was  a  fine  student !  That  is  true ;  but  other  men  have 
stood  higher  in  the  class,  but  they  remind  you  of  blocks  of 
marble,  well  polished,  but  quite  as  cold. 

The  secret  of  Earl's  success  in  life  must  be  found  in  his 
religion.  Earl  was  strong  in  the  strength  of  Him  who  taught 
the  world  that  it  is  only  through  patience,  humility,  holiness 
and  forgiving  love  that  men  can  become  truly  great.  In  that 
little  room  in  South  East  College  Earl  often  took  hold  of  the 
hand  that  created  the  world  and  blessed  little  children.  He 
drew  his  inspiration  from  the  life  of  Him  who  looked  with  a 
withering  frown  upon  self-righteous  Pharisees,  and  with  infinite 
compassion  upon  sinners. 

Earl  learned  of  Him  whom  angels  strove  to  honor,  but  who 
laid  aside  His  glory  like  a  garment  and  took  upon  Himself  the 
form  of  a  servant.  Earl  was  what  he  was,  not  through  any 
outward  circumstances,  but  through  the  uplifting  power  of 
God's  dear  Son. 

The  life  of  Earl  Dodge  is  full  of  the  grandest  lessons  for 
college  men.  It  comes  to  us  with  tremendous  power  and  pro- 
claims in  the  strongest  terms  that  it  is  a  noble  thing  to  be  a 
Christian.  There  are  colleges  in  this  country  where  the  men 
who  think  of  God  and  pray  are  sneeringly  called  "  Prayer-meet- 
ing Boys."     Earl  Dodge  was  a  Prayer-meeting  boy ;  he  was  a 
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Bible-reading  boy  ;  he  was  a  Christ-loving  boy ;  and  in  that 
you  have  the  secret  of  his  success,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
he  has  been  praised  here  to-night. 

Christianity  did  two  things  for  Earl  Dodge,  and  it  will  do 
the  same  for  any  man.  First,  it  taught  him  to  take  care  of  him- 
self, and  then  it  taught  him  how  best  to  care  for  others.  Chris- 
tianity puts  into  a  man  the  true  instincts  of  self-preservation. 
If  you  will  carefully  watch  your  fellow  students,  you  will  find 
some  of  them  drifting  about  in  this  quiet  harbor  of  college  life 
without  chart  or  compass,  without  aim  or  purpose  ;  and  when 
graduation  day  comes  they  will  drift  out  through  the  "  Nar- 
rows "  into  the  ocean,  lost  to  themselves,  to  the  world,  and  to 
their  God. 

The  Christian  man  realizes  his  own  weakness  and  the 
strength  of  the  evil  around  him.  He  knows,  too,  the  one-sided- 
ness  of  human  nature  and  he  takes  Christ  as  his  balance  wheel 
and  is  saved. 

There  have  graduated  from  this  college  men  who  gave 
fair  promise  of  success  while  here,  but  they  had  no  supporting 
power  within  them.  They  tried  to  find  their  upward  way  alone. 
They  were  overwhelmed  with  evil  and  made  shipwreck  of  life. 
I  therefore  entreat  you,  young  men,  seek  the  Divine  help  and 
strength,  which  upheld,  moulded  and  directed  Earl's  beautiful 
life.  It  will  not  alone  help  you  but  will  enable  you  to  help 
others.  If  Christ  be  the  mainspring  of  your  life,  you  will  be- 
come Christ-like,  and  you  will  go  about  seeking  opportunities 
to  do  good.  You  will,  like  your  Lord,  look  with  compassion 
upon  the  erring  and  the  lost.  There  are  poor  sufferers  to-day, 
tossed  upon  beds  of  pain,  who  would  be  more  benefited  by 
kind  words  than  by  strong  medicines,  but  there  are  so  few 
Christian  physicians.  There  are  lost  men,  without  God  and 
without  hope  in  the  world,  but  there  are  not  enough  Christ-like 
ministers  to  bring  them  to  the  Redeemer.  There  are  many 
who  suffer  wrong,  injustice  and  oppression,  but  there  are  so 
few  Christian  lawyers.    There  are  thousands  who  are  pining 
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away  in  want  and  poverty,  but  there  are  not  enough  Christian 
philanthropists,  like  Earl  Dodge,  to  relieve  the  distress.  Have 
you  not  all  felt  at  times  that  you  wanted  to  be  a  blessing  to  the 
world  ?  Then  first  go  to  Christ  and  be  blessed  !  Draw  your 
strength  from  that  life  of  matchless  mystery.  Then  alone  will 
you  be  able  to  minister  to  the  world's  need. 

The  death  of  Earl  comes  to  us  not  only  with  its  beautiful 
lessons,  but  also  with  a  startling  warning.  The  college  man, 
more  than  any  other,  lives  for  the  future  rather  than  for  the 
present.  The  very  object  of  our  coming  here  is  to  prepare  us 
for  the  future.  No  man  would  think  of  entering  a  college 
unless  he  had  some  reasonable  hope  that  he  would  live  a 
number  of  years  after  graduation.  Very  often,  therefore,  we 
live  so  much  in  the  future  and  for  the  future  that  we  sadly 
neglect  present  duties  and  present  opportunities ;  but  Earl's 
death  teaches  us  that  the  present  may  be  our  only  opportunity 
to  do  good.  This  college  life  may  be  the  only  life  that  God 
will  grant  you,  to  build  up  your  own  life  and  to  help  others. 
Earl  used  his  college  life  to  the  very  best  advantage,  and  the 
result  is  that  he  has  done  more  good  in  four  short  years  than 
many  men  do  in  a  long  lifetime.  There  are  fellows  in  the  class 
who  need  your  sympathy  and  counsel  and  financial  aid.  Give 
it  to  them.  Withhold  not  your  hand ;  and  let  no  uncertain 
hope  of  future  usefulness  render  you  neglectful  of  the  present. 
This  little  college  world  may  be  the  only  place  where  you  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  carry  out  your  highest  plans  and  noblest 
purposes.  And  remember,  too,  when  the  hour  of  trial  and 
trouble  comes,  when  the  hour  of  sickness  and  death  comes,  it 
will  not  be  what  we  have  done  for  ourselves,  but  what  we  have 
done  for  others,  that  we  will  think  of  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction and  comfort. 

Earl  Dodge  is  dead !  The  poor  newsboys  and  bootblacks, 
for  whose  sake  Earl  left  his  beautiful  home  on  the  Sabbath, 
will  be  without  their  teacher.  A  large  number  of  charities, 
hospitals  and  benevolent  societies  are  without  a  liberal  sup- 
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porter.  The  City  Reform  Club,  organized  to  cut  the  cancer  of 
corruption  out  of  New  York  City  politics,  has  lost  one  of  its 
ablest  members. 

And  many  of  us  have  lost  a  friend,  a  classmate  and  a 
brother.  He  is  dead — and  yet  he  lives  and  speaks  ;  and  his 
words  to  us  are  : 

"  Follow  me  as  I  followed  Christ  I" 

Mr.  Halsey  then  said  : 

Now  I  know  that  the  hour  is  up.  Young  men,  there  are  not 
many  Earl  Dodges  in  the  world.  You  can  afford  to  stay  a  few 
minutes  longer.  Some  of  us  have  come  long  distances  to 
attend  this  meeting  to-night. 

Some  of  you  who  may  desire  to  add  your  testimony  to  that 
which  has  already  been  given  about  the  life  and  character  of 
our  friend  will  now  have  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  John  T.  Wilds,  of  the  Class  of  1880,  then 
spoke  as  follows  : 

My  friends,  it  gives  me  extreme  pleasure  to  bear  a  few 
words  of  testimony  on  behalf  of  our  dear  associate,  in  honor  of 
whom  we  assemble  here  to-night. 

I  first  met  him  at  a  period  in  college  life  when  class 
feeling  was  at  its  height,  and  class  feeling  was  extremely  bitter. 
I  found  him  then  a  man,  and  I  found  him  to  be  a  true  man 
through  his  after  life.  I  give  these  words  as  a  tribute  to  him 
of  my  respect  and  as  an  esteem  of  his  character. 

I  hold  in  my  hands  a  letter  from  a  classmate  (William  M. 
Paden).  In  it  he  voices  the  sentiment  of  our  whole  class 
when  he  says :  "  Everybody  believed  in  him.  He  stood  the 
test  of  ball-field,  class-room,  campus  and  Christian  conference. 
Everywhere  he  was  a  Christian  gentleman." 

Mr.  William  M.  Langdon,  of  the  Class  of  1884, 
then  arose  and  stated  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
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letter   from    Mr.   L.    D.  Wishard,  of   the   Class   of 
1877,  and  then  read  the  same,  which  is  as  follows : 

"October  6,  1884. 
"  My  Dear  Langdon  : 

"  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  notice  of  the  service  to  be  held  in 
memory  of  Earl  Dodge.  I  deeply  regret  my  inability  to  be 
present,  because  of  an  important  engagement  in  Illinois. 

"  I  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity,  such  as  this  service 
will  afford,  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  departed 
college-mate,  a  tribute  which  his  modesty  concealed  during  his 
life  and  yet  one  which  every  Princeton  student  and  every  one 
interested  in  the  Christian  welfare  of  all  students  should  ever 
associate  with  his  memory. 

"  Earl  Dodge  was  one  of  the  three  students  who  met  in 
December,  1876,  and  had  a  conversation  which  resulted  in  the 
Intercollegiate  Y.  M.  C.  A.  movement.  The  meeting  was  held 
in  his  room  on  the  third  floor  of  '  S.  E.' 

"  He  heartily  endorsed  the  matter  then,  and  stood  by  the 
movement  during  its  early  struggle  for  existence.  That  move- 
ment, which  spread  from  his  room  to  the  college,  has  extended 
to  two  hundred  colleges,  and  steps  are  being  taken  which  bid 
fair  to  extend  it  to  colleges  in  other  lands. 

"  I  cannot  forbear  making  mention  of  this  fact  at  this  time. 
He  has  gone,  but  his  work  remains.  God  grant  that  Old 
Nassau  may  give  to  the  world  a  host  of  such  faithful,  courage- 
ous men  as  Earl  Dodge  ! 

"  Sincerely  yours  of  '77, 

"L.  D.  Wishard." 

Mr.  Richard  D.  Harlan,  of  the  Class  of  1881,  then 
spoke  as  follows  : 

I  was  a  member  of  the  class  two  below  '79,  and  it  gives  me 
a  sort  of  melancholy  pleasure  to  add  my  tribute  to  those  al- 
ready given. 
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If  I  were  asked  who  among'  my  college-mates,  my  own  class 
excepted,  stood  out  most  prominently  among  my  memories  of 
Princeton,  I  should  answer  Earl  Dodge.  I  can  vividly  recall 
him  now,  with  his  tall,  lithe,  graceful  figure,  his  dark  and 
kindly  eye,  his  musical  voice,  with  a  face  and  bearing  which 
bore  so  plainly  the  image  and  superscription  of  the  King.  He 
was  as  royal  in  character  as  the  name  with  which  affection 
familiarly  hailed  him.  His  influence  was  co-extensive  with  the 
college.  He  was  known  above  all  things  as  a  high-minded 
Christian  gentleman.  As  I  sit  here  to-night  I  can  only  pray 
that  Princeton  might  have  more  sons  like  him,  with  a  purity 
like  that  of  woman — men  "  with  that  chastity  of  honor  which 
would  feel  a  stain  like  a  wound,"  who  would  "  hate  the 
cowardice  of  doing  wrong." 

Dr.  Dryden  would  have  called  him  one  of  "  God  Almighty's 
gentlemen."  May  his  tribe  increase  amongst  us.  Such  lives 
are  the  glory  of  Princeton.  With  many  such  gifts  to  the  world 
she  would  rank  high — I  would  rather  say  the  high  est — upon  the 
roll  of  American  colleges. 

Dr.  James  McCosh  then  spoke  as  follows: 

I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the  College  as  a  College 
joins  in  these  services.  I  will  speak  briefly  upon  the  subject 
to-night.  I  have  spoken  at  the  funeral  services,  and  our  Col- 
lege Preacher  has  also  spoken  of  the  deceased — spoken  of  him 
in  words  that  we  all  feel  to  be  true.  Looking  back  upon  my 
late  years — sixteen  years — I  do  not  know  any  student  that  I 
more  loved  and  respected.  His  talents  were  of  a  superior  or- 
der. He  devoted  his  talents  to  the  best  purposes.  But  I  think 
what  chiefly  distinguished  him  was  that  we  all  thought  that  he 
had  a  principle  that  was  keeping  him  straight.  Every  one 
trusted  him — all  his  instructors  put  confidence  in  him.  He 
gained  that  confidence  not  by  flattery,  but  by  simply  doing  his 
duty.  He  gained  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-students  not  by 
reserved  manner,  but  by  pursuing  a  noble  and  manly  course. 
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I  was  keeping  it  steadily  in  view  that  the  young  man,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  should  be  made  one  of  the  Trustees  of 
this  College ;  and  in  order  to  prepare  him  for  that  position  I 
recommended  him  for  one  of  the  most  important  committees. 
But  he  was  removed  to  a  higher  sphere  of  usefulness,  where 
"  they  rest  not  day  or  night,"  and  where  there  also  is  work  to 
be  done.  His  college  course  here  is  to  be  regarded  merely  as 
a  preparation  for  that  higher  work  to  which  he  has  gone.  In 
the  meantime  he  has  set  us  the  example  in  every  respect ;  and 
in  honoring  him  we  feel  that  we  are  honoring  the  cause  to  the 
interests  of  which  he  was  devoted. 

Mr.  Halsey  then  concluded  the  services  with  the 
following  remarks: 

Memories  come  thick  and  fast  as  we  look  back  to  the  old 
college  life.  To  most  of  us  Earl's  life  was  that  of  a  college 
man,  and  we  will  ever  associate  him  with  this  place  and  with 
the  joyous  days  spent  here  in  old  Princeton. 

There  have  been  a  great  many  letters  received  from  the  boys 
showing  their  appreciation  of  Earl's  character.  I  received  one 
yesterday  from  a  man  who  sat  next  to  him  for  four  years.  He 
writes  as  follows : 

"  I  got  the  two  notices  in  regard  to  Earl  Dodge's  death,  and 
you  may  believe  I  was  shocked  and  saddened.  You  may  re- 
member our  first  roll  read :  •  C.  Dodge,  E.  Dodge,  Durrell, 
Dutton.'  There  is  a  vacant  chair  now  on  either  side  of  me. 
And  such  a  fellow  as  Earl  was !  When  was  there  a  man 
better  named,  or  one  to  whom  the  adjective  '  noble '  better 
applied  ?  I  sat  next  to  him  all  the  four  years,  and  a  thousand 
recollections  have  come  up  to  me  that  make  my  soul  twitch." 

Earl's  words  led  this  man  out  to  the  Gospel,  and  he  is  now 
holding  a  position  of  influence  in  another  college. 

I  remember  once  toward  the  close  of  our  college  life  talking 
with  several  men,  and  among  them  the  most  disagreeable  man 
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in  our  class.  Very  few  of  us  liked  him,  and  as  we  were  dis- 
cussing the  fellows  he  said,  "I  always  liked  Dodge";  and  I 
said,  "  Why  ?"  I  wondered  what  it  was  that  Earl  had  done 
that  called  from  him  such  an  expression. 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  he  always  treated  me  like  a  gentleman, 
and  that  is  not  true  of  all  the  fellows." 

Earl  Dodge  did  n't  know  how  to  be  anything  but  a  gentle- 
man. 

Since  I  came  to  Princeton  this  afternoon  I  have  received 
from  Chicago  the  following  verses  from  our  Class  Poet,  Mr.  E. 
P.  Davis. 

Mr.  Davis  always  wrote  with  ease  and  grace  ;  his  language 
was  ever  felicitous  and  chaste,  but  at  no  time  has  he  been  more 
happy  than  in  these  few  lines,  which  may  most  fittingly  close 
this  service  : 

"  As  rides  the  soldier  through  the  battle  whirl, 
Across  the  gulf  of  struggle  and  despair, 
To  win  the  citadel,  and,  halting  there, 
Shines  forth  irradiant  as  the  gates  of  pearl, — 

"  So  hast  thou  passed,  oh,  brother,  pilgrim,  friend, 
Across  the  crowded  field  of  human  strife, 
To  win  the  citadel  of  Blessed  Life, 
Where  noble  victory  shall  never  end. 

"  We  hail  thee  as  victorious  over  death, 
Oh,  rare  felicity !    Oh,  splendid  prize  ! 
Thy  song  of  joy,  the  anthem  of  the  skies, 
The  thrilling  accents  of  immortal  breath. 

"  We  hail  thee  as  victorious,  and  we  wait 

To  follow  thee  across  the  uncertain  way  ; 
But  oh !  we  long  for  thee  !    Our  light  of  day 
Is  clouded  by  a  grief  insatiate. 
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"  We  cannot  see  thee  through  a  mist  of  tears, 
Yet  art  thou  shining  on  us  like  a  star ; 
The  treasured  words  sound  faintly  from  afar, 
As  midnight  music  falls  on  dying  ears. 

"  We  are  bereft.    Alas  !  that  thou  art  gone ; 
Yet  will  we  follow,  it  is  but  a  day, 
And  we  shall  scale  the  heights  and  then  for  aye 
Shall  not  be  said,  'Alas,  we  are  alone.'" 

Dr.  James  O.  Murray  then  offered  prayer. 

Mr.  Halsey  then  said  : 

One  Sunday  evening,  after  our  Class  prayer  meeting,  I 
remember  going  to  Earl's  room,  and,  without  lighting  the  light, 
he  sat  down  to  the  piano.  He  had  a  very  delicate  and  tender 
touch,  and  he  played  this  923d  hymn.  To-night  it  all  comes 
back  to  me. 

"  Abide  with  me,  fast  falls  the  eventide !" 

The  923d  hymn  was  then  sung,  and  the  Benediction  offered 
by  Dr.  McCosh. 
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EXTRACTS    FROM   LETTERS 


T 


He  following  are    extracts  of  letters    from   his 
father's  friends. 


From  a  trustee  of  Princeton  College  : 

"  During  the  time  he  was  in  college  his  influence  on  the  side 
of  religion  and  all  that  is  high  and  honorable  can  never  be  com- 
puted. His  record  in  that  direction  is  on  high.  He  stood 
peerless  in  the  college.  All  of  us  predicted  for  him  a  brilliant 
career.  We  felt  that  he  would  be  his  noble  grandfather  over 
again.  Mr.  Earl  Dodge,  as  we  used  to  call  him,  was  one  of 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  young  men  I  have  ever  known. 
He  was  a  model  Christian  and  gentleman." 

From  D.  L.  Moody : 

"We  heard  this  morning  of  your  great  loss.  It  is  terrible, 
and  it  has  thrown  a  gloom  over  our  little  home.  I  did  not 
know  that  Earl  was  so  near  my  heart  until  I  heard  of  his  death. 
If  any  man  on  this  continent  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  a 
son  you  are  the  man." 

From  Rev.  Dr.  James  McCosh,  President  Princeton 
College  : 

"  I  was  greatly  staggered  this  morning  by  the  sad  intelli- 
gence. I  have  not  had  a  student  for  whom  I  have  had  a  greater 
respect  and  affection  than  the  one  now  taken  away.  I  have 
never  been  more  moved  by  the  death  of  any  student  of  mine 
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than  that  of  your  son.  I  admired  all  along  his  consistent  char- 
acter and  conduct  and  his  willingness  to  engage  in  everything 
good.  His  influence  over  his  fellow  students  was  of  a  most 
beneficent  kind.  I  was  expecting  him  to  continue  to  help  on 
the  college  in  all  that  is  good,  and  in  this  view  had  got  him  ap- 
pointed on  one  of  our  boards." 

From  the  President  of  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear 

Hospital  : 

" Your  son,  whose  removal  from  our  circle  of  directors 

we  feel  so  much,  and  whose  conscientious  and  steadfast  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  office  was  always  such  an  encourage- 
ment to  us.  I  well  remember  the  thoroughness  with  which  he 
performed  the  duties  devolving  on  him  as  a  member  of  the 
visiting  committee  when  it  came  his  turn  to  be  appointed 
on  it." 

From  the  late  T.  B.  Coddington  : 

"  In  common  with  all  who  knew  your  son  I  was  always  im- 
pressed by  his  graceful  and  manly  bearing,  and  an  expression 
of  character  that  at  once  commanded  respect  and  admiration 
from  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  Indeed,  few  young 
men  ever  gave  their  friends  higher  expectations  for  a  future 
career  of  exalted  aims  and  attainments." 

From  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  in  a  letter  to  Rev. 

Dr.  Wildes,  conveying  a  message  of  sympathy  : 

"  My  children,  as  well  as  I,  knew  his  noble  son,  and  we 
have  been  greatly  shocked  and  grieved  to  hear  of  his  death.  It 
is  an  irreparable  loss — for  such  young  men  as  he  are  all  too 
rare." 

From  Edmund  Clarence  Stedman : 

"  Our  whole  household  mourns  with  you  to-day.  It  will 
be  long,  indeed,  before  that  able,  manly,  gallant  young  man 
is  forgotten." 
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From  Dr.  Theo.  L.  Cuyler  : 

"  No  one  can  overestimate  such  a  loss,  as  no  one  can  under- 
stand why  God  took  such  a  son  from  you  and  such  a  wearer  of 
the  honored  name  from  the  community.  With  a  solemn  pride 
(as  Lincoln  said  to  the  widow  whose  five  sons  had  fallen  in  the 
war),  you  will  cherish  the  memory  of  one  so  noble  and  so 
beloved." 

From  Henry  E.  Pellew,  Esq.: 

"  You  have,  however,  the  great,  the  inexhaustible  comfort 
of  knowing  that  your  dear  boy  has  not  lived  nor  died  in  vain ; 
his  bright  example  during  the  few  years  of  his  happy  life  will 
guide  and  encourage  many  another  who,  but  for  him,  would 
have  fallen  by  the  way.  A  parent  may  well  be  called  fortunate 
by  the  ancients  or  blessed  by  the  Christians  who  has  had  such 
children." 

From    Rev.    Wm.    J.    Tucker,    D.D.,    of   Andover, 
Mass.  : 

"  Earl  was  to  me  the  type  of  a  strong  and  beautiful  life, 
standing  worthily  in  the  honorable  family  succession." 

From  Rev.  H.  J.  Stebbins,  of  Oswego,  New  York  : 

"  Then  all  that  was  said  of  Earl  was  so  true.  I  could  not 
help  reflecting  that  all  that  was  said  of  him  as  a  man  was  in 
its  beginnings  true  of  him  as  a  boy.  It  was  in  him  from  the 
start  to  be  all  he  ever  was." 

From  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Esq.  : 

"  During  the  past  two  years  I  have  seen  much  of  him  and 
my  attachment  to  him  grew  stronger  and  stronger.  He  was 
such  an  earnest,  hearty  and  sincere  Christian  that  we  could  not 
fail  to  be  drawn  to  him." 
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From  Howard  Potter,  Esq. : 

"  But  there  must  be  consolation  in  the  thought  that  he 
whom  you  so  loved,  and  whom  you  have  so  suddenly  lost,  had, 
young  as  he  was,  already  gained  such  ripeness  of  Christian 
character  as  it  is  given  few  men  to  gain  even  in  a  long  lifetime 
— that  he  was  already  that  greatest  of  human  things,  a  living 
Epistle  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Lord  and  Saviour." 

From  an  intimate  friend  of  his  father : 

"  How  quietly  but  deeply  and  enduringly  his  features  were 
stamped  upon  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him.  The  pure 
gold  gleamed  simply  and  honestly  in  the  genial  and  natural  acts 
of  every  day.  Few  men  in  college  ever  win  such  loving  com- 
mendations. Few  go  out  into  life  to  justify  the  '  hero-worship  ' 
of  those  four  years — very  few  to  give  promise  of  riper  and 
greater  things  still." 

From  James  Spence,  Esq.,  London  : 

"  How  well  I  remember  those  finely  moulded  features,  that 
air  of  refinement,  the  alert  figure,  the  bright  look  of  goodness, 
of  contentment  and  hope." 

From  Charles  E.  Whitehead,  Esq. : 

"  He  never  passed  me  in  the  street  but  I  felt  the  happier  for 
having  seen  him." 

From  the  Rev.  Henry  J.  Van  Dyke,  Jr.,  D.D.,  New- 
York: 

"  You  can  hardly  understand  what  your  son  was,  what  was 
thought  of  him  and  felt  towards  him  in  that  young  world 
through  which  he  moved  so  kindly  and  so  bravely,  showing  the 
power  and  beauty  of  the  life  of  a  true  Christian  gentleman. 
You  have  a  just  and  generous  father's  pride  in  him,  but  you 
can  hardly  know  all  the  influences  that  have  flowed  and  are 

54 


still  flowing  from  his  life  into  the  lives  of  the  young  men  who 
knew  him." 

From  Hon.  Abram  S.  Hewitt : 

"  I  never  knew  a  more  lovable  and  promising  young  man.  I 
have  often  referred  to  him  as  a  model  of  what  a  young  man 
should  be.  He  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  very  embodiment  of 
'sweetness  and  light.'  It  is  hard  to  understand  such  a  dispen- 
sation, for  he  was  the  very  flower  of  promise  in  all  good 
works." 

From  Rev.  R.  C.  Morse  : 

"  The  beauty  of  his  life  and  character,  the  incessant  cheer 
and  helpfulness,  of  which  he  seemed  to  be  an  unfailing  fountain, 
his  utter  unselfishness,  and  the  sweet,  Christ-like  spirit  that  was 
in  him — all  these  and  many  other  loving  thoughts  of  him  are 
thronging  my  mind  from  hour  to  hour,  as  I  try  to  take  hold  of 
the  work  of  the  day.  I  am  surprised  to  find  how  many  things 
suggest  the  thought  of  him,  till  I  find  myself  asking  myself, 
Have  I  waited  for  the  loss  of  him  to  reveal  to  me  fully  what  he 
was  in  himself  and  in  my  life  ?" 

From  John  E.  Parsons,  Esq.,  of  New  York : 

"  I  heard  of  Earl's  death  on  the  station  platform  at  Lenox 
yesterday  afternoon.  Of  all  the  many  people  there  it  seemed 
as  if  each  one  had  lost  a  dearest  friend.  Statements  of  all  that 
he  had  accomplished,  of  his  career  at  school  and  college,  of 
his  promise  for  the  future,  furnished  the  subject  of  every  one's 
talk." 
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RESOLUTIONS 


T3  Esolutions  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the 
City  of  New  York  : 

At  a  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  Mon- 
day evening,  September  15th,  1884,  the  following  minute  was 
unanimously  adopted  : 

We,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  City  of  New  York,  learn 
with  deep  regret  of  the  sudden  death  of  our  beloved  associate, 
William  Earl  Dodge,  who  entered  into  rest  on  Sunday  morning, 
September  14th,  1884,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

We  desire  to  express  our  high  appreciation  of  his  sincere 
and  manly  Christian  character ;  his  thorough  conscientiousness, 
extending  to  the  smallest  details  of  work  entrusted  to  him  ;  his 
affectionate  and  sympathetic  disposition,  and  his  enthusiastic 
interest  in  all  things  tending  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  the 
Association. 

We  shall  treasure  his  memory  as  an  incentive  in  seeking  to 
discharge  our  obligations  to  the  young  men  of  this  city. 

We  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  bereaved  family  in 
their  great  affliction. 

Henry  C.  Vedder, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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Resolutions  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  the  City  of  New  York  : 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  held  October  I,  1884,  the  following 
minute  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  late  chairman,  Mr. 
William  Earl  Dodge,  this  Executive  Committee  has  sustained 
collectively  and  individually  a  grievous  loss. 

His  faith  in  the  work  of  the  Association,  his  self-sacrifice  in 
carrying  forward  that  work,  his  clearness  of  judgment  in  the 
formation  of  plans  and  his  marked  ability  in  the  carrying  out  of 
each  plan  will  be  missed  with  deepest  grief. 

His  genial  spirit  and  engaging  manners,  which  made  it  a 
pleasure  to  be  associated  with  him  in  labor,  will  cause  his 
memory  to  be  cherished  with  tender  sadness.  Cut  down  in  the 
glory  of  his  early  manhood  and  in  the  flower  of  his  Christian 
influence,  his  death  stands  before  us  as  a  dark  and  crushing 
mystery,  relieved  only  by  the  utterance  of  faith,  that  though 
God's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  He  doeth  all  things  well. 

Edward  M.  F.  Miller, 

Chairman  pro  te7n. 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Yorkville  Branch  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Management,  Yorkville 
Branch  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  held  Tuesday  evening,  September  16, 
1884,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Our  Heavenly  Father  in  his  wisdom  has  been 
pleased  to  suddenly  remove  from  this  life  our  associate  and 
fellow-worker  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  William  Earl  Dodge  ; 
now,  therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Yorkville  Branch  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  express  their  deep  sorrow  at  the  sudden  ending  of  a 
young  life  which  was  so  full  of  Christian  virtues  and  which 
gave  so  great  promise  of  vigorous  growth  and  activity  in 
Christian  endeavor.  We  especially  grieve  because  of  the 
severing  of  his  pleasant  and  genial  relations  with  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  and  know  that  his  activity  and  wisdom  in  directing  our 
affairs  will  be  sadly  missed  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  tenderly  sympathize  with  the  bereaved 
family  and  parents  and  kindly  suggest  that  while  we  cannot 
understand  why  a  kind  Providence  should  take  one  so  bright 
and  full  of  hope  and  promise,  by  and  by  we  shall  see  clearly 
how  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  who  love  the 
Master ; 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
and  a  copy  transmitted  to  the  family. 

Fred.  C.  Switzer, 

Rec.  Sec'y. 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital: 

William  Earl  Dodge,  elected  a  corporator  of  this  Hospital 
November  15,  1881,  and  a  director  of  the  same  January  17, 
1882,  departed  this  life  September  14,  1884. 

His  colleagues  of  the  Board  of  Directors  would  put  upon 
record,  as  they  now  do,  their  formal  and  most  respectful  ex- 
pression of  the  marked  value  of  the  services  which  he  ren- 
dered. 

He  was  ever  ready  to  do  the  work  in  the  affairs  of  the  Hos- 
pital which  fell  to  him  to  be  done,  and  to  do  it  with  cheerful- 
ness, intelligence  and  accuracy,  embarrassed  only  by  an  honest 
sense  of  his  insufficiency  for  duties  which  seemed  to  him  to  need 
special  endowments  and  training.  His  efficiency  was  not,  how- 
ever, impaired  by  this  reserve,  but  made  only  the  more  reliable, 
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as  those  with  whom  he  worked  soon  came  to  know  that  what- 
ever he  did  attempt  would  be  faithfully  done. 

John  Sinclair,  President. 
C.  R.  Agnew,  Secretary. 
New  York,  Nov.  18,  1884. 

Extract  from  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library : 

The  trustees  also  deplore  the  loss  of  Mr.  W.  Earl  Dodge,  an 
earnest  and  influential  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  a  strong  friend  of  the  Library,  and  a  firm  believer  in  its 
success. 

Resolutions  of  the    Executive   Committee   of   the 
City  Reform  Club : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  City 
Reform  Club,  of  New  York,  held  on  the  second  day  of  October, 
1884,  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  Earl  Dodge  was  announced,  and  it 
was  directed  that  the  following  notice  be  entered  on  the 
minutes : 

The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  City 
Reform  Club,  having  learned  with  deep  sorrow  and  regret  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  W.  Earl  Dodge,  they  desire  to  express  their 
respect  and  high  appreciation  of  his  ability  and  his  character  as 
an  associate  and  friend. 

As  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Club,  he  always  lent 
himself  gladly  and  earnestly  to  all  its  efforts  to  maintain  the 
principles  of  the  organization,  and  never  faltered  in  accepting 
duties  and  responsibilities  that  he  was  asked  to  assume. 

With  a  quiet  yet  manly  dignity  that  invited  the  respect  and 
high  esteem  of  all  acquaintances,  he  possessed  qualities  which 
won  for  him  many  loyal  and  devoted  friends,  and  will  ever  be 
remembered  by  those  who  had  the  privilege  of  his  example. 
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The  Committee  wish  to  offer  this  slight  tribute  of  their 
regard  and  honor  for  a  friend  and  colleague,  and  beg  to  extend 
to  his  family  their  deepest  feelings  of  sympathy  for  the  loss 
which  has  fallen  upon  them. 

George  F.  Canfield, 

Secretary. 

Resolutions  of. the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fulton 
National  Bank : 

New  York,  September  17,  1884. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  this  day  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  This  Board  learn  with  sincere  sorrow  that  an  all- 
wise  Providence  has  called  away  their  esteemed  friend  and 
associate,  William  Earl  Dodge  (3d),  it  is  fitting  that  their 
feelings  should  be  manifested  in  such  manner  as  shall  express 
their  appreciation  of  his  private  excellence  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  regret  the  loss  of  one  whose 
integrity,  prompt  business  habits  and  courteous  manner  won 
our  regard  as  a  personal  associate  and  esteemed  friend  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  the  family  and 
friends  of  the  deceased,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  proceedings 
be  transmitted  to  the  family. 

R.  M.  Buchanan, 

From  the  minutes.  Cashier. 
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